

Iran files environmental daint 


1 ’ll 


PARIS (R) — Some 150,000 French fimnera descended on Paris Sunday,- 
bantfing oat free wine, cheese and sausage in a colourful and largely 
peaceful noted against failing incomes and a flood of imports' fro m 
Eastern Europe. Supported by tbe centre-r^bt oppos i t i on, fee farmers 
n r 8 c ” th e SodaHrt goyeniiiient to resist European Community (EQ 
reforms which they said were forcing hkny of them «fF the land . “There 
are more than lSDjDOD .of ns today. If we car’t get anywhere with that 
number, then it’s certain death for frmeia,” said Ahm Lehagre, one of 
5^0C^. Breton dairy fannerswho travelled into the capital in a convoy of 
bases. Agriculture Mmister Louis Mennaz sasd on tefevisioi) he would ask 
tbeEC fiat: penmsaioa to increase subritfies to gatrfe breeders, bit 
pwfh a dariy hard by East Enrepean competition. He said the protest 
yuid rtreD gthcn iris landfa negotiations iwtb EC partncra over refonn of 
me community's controversial agricultural poficy. Fearing & i^wtition of 
toe vtoteace .that has acaned land France in the last lew weeks, the 
government deployed some 10,000 police oo the streets of the capital. 
Conservative leader Jacques Chirac had to dodge a bottle and several 
drink cans buried by protesters who accused right-wing parties of 
**ptoiting the farmers’ plight for poBtical gain. 
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■ . ; Iraq ready to export 
oil, butnodecision 
on U.N f terms 

- BAGHDAD (R) — Oil Marister 
^ Usama AJ Hiti said Sunday Iraq 

was ready to resume 03 exports 
but gave do indication if it would 
. w accept U.N. conditions on such 
. sales. Mr. Hid was quoted by the 
* - . Iraqi News Agency as confirming 
that Iraq was “ready to resume 
-V- the exportation of oil and restore 
: its commercial relations with its 
previous clients and restore its 
. ' role in the international oil mar- 
.^ai***” But he criticised U.N. re- 
;; ^solutions which would not allow 
... .J Baghdad direct access to the pro- 
ceeds from the sales as an in- 
- fringement of Iraq’s sovereignty. 

. v The U.N. has approved the sale 
of $1.6 billion, worth of o3 to 

■ allow Iraq to buy badly-needed 

■ food and medicines. But part of 

' the proceeds win go to Iraq after ; 
.. n war reparations and U.N. costs 

- " -5‘!s 316 deduced, and that money 

will be placed in an account under 
- - ■ . j UJN. controL The U.N. also says 

“"Crt; it must monitor the distribution 
erf food bought with the proceeds i 
of the o3 sate. 

Poiisario: Marchers 
; threaten Sahara plan 

ALGIERS (R) — The PoKsario 
Front gnenflla movement has ac- 
cused Morocco of threatening the 
Western Sahara peace plan by 
sending 30,000 of its citizens into 
* the disputed former Spanish col- 
ony. Poiisario, fi ghting for inde- 
' ,_pendence in its self-styled Sahar- 
- : Arab democratic republic, 

’* said the Moroccans had crossed 

- - 'the northern border of the terri- 

tory between Sept; 23 and 28 and 
were heading for the town of 
T. Laayoun. The Moroccan govero- 

V .n/ V- jnent was “jeppardSsmgthe peace. 

.iV . pSn~fiy nBj fe «d y ng thousands of 
C "■ !' "i Moroccan marchers on SahargR 
towns,” it said in a statement 
issued in Algiers. Hie people of 
m - the thinly-populated territory are 
to choose between independence, 
as demanded by Pohsario, or 
muon with Morocco, which con- 
trols most of the disputed area, in 
a referen dim i in Jamuny. Three 
I week ago, the two sides agreed a 
ceasefire in the territory after 15 
‘ years of fighting. 

Wolf ranks British as 
.* 252 *n best spies 

BONN (R) — Legendary East 
1 Cl' I" German spy ma ster Markus Wolf, 
jailed by united Germany, rank- 
ed Britain’s spies as the best 

- among his former Western 
espionage foes, according to a 

yrtagazme interview released Sun- 
day. But Bonn’s espionage efforts 
got poor marks from Mr. Wolf, 

. . . whose agents riddled the West 
: German political and defence 

■ establishment until their cover 
was blown by German nnity last 
October, “Maybe the English 

- were the best, these James 
Bomb, because they were the 
ones I knew the least about.” 

Savlmbi arrives In 
■; Luanda 

• LUANDA (R)— Jonas Savimbi, 

- 1 leader of Angola's former rebel 
- UNITA movement, returned to 
Luanda Sunday for the first -rime 
. ; since the end of a 16-year civil 

■ war. Thousands of followers gave 
the charismatic guerrilla chief a 
tumultuous welcome as he ar- 
rived in the capital three months 
after a peace settlement. Mr. 

' 2 Savimbi reached Luanda airport 

~ -j? Sunday morning after a tpur of 
: ■' three southern dries — Huaxnbo, 

- Lubango end Lobito — where 
-rffbntireds of thousands of people 

- ' also turned out to greet Mnu 

Algeria devalues 
. dinar 

' ALGIERS (R) — Algeria Son- 
day announ ced a 22 pec cent 
- ' . Evaluation of foe rfinar from 
Sept. 30. The Algerian (central) 

' . / B ank aTcn announced it had. 
l . r raised inter-bank rates for loans 
to commercial banks by one per- 
.- r centre point to 113 per cent 
./ from October 1. The exchange 
rate before foe announcement 
stood at 17 32 dinars to foe dd- 
' ' — ' ter. The statement did serf: say 
what foe new exchange rate 
v would be. Algeria faces a debt 
crunch. It owes a total of .525 
bason, three qtartcyof it dne by 
foe end- of 199S. Prime Kfiaister 
Sktebmad Gboofi M mm! foe 
- / jfoS* te disastrous. The debt ^cr- 
. r.^lftice ratio has risen to 69 per cent', 
’.js %-J .‘fem.lB pcr cent 1988, . .-V* 
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Coofoined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIAN leader Yasser 
Arafat Sunday described the de- 
riskra of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) to recommend 
Palestiman participation in the 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference as a^positive contribution 
to the cause of foe peace in foe 
region. He also called for dose 
coordination among foe Arabs 
ahead of farther moves prior to 
the proposed conference, which 
is scheduled to be held in Octo- 
ber. 

Mr. Arafat, president of the 
State of Palestine ami chairman 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO), said in an inter- 
view with Radio Jordan that Jor- 
dan and the PLO were coordinat- 
ing their positions. He said the 
PLO was also keen on coordinat- 
ing positions with Egypt, Syria 
and Lebanon as well as all other 
Arab co un trie s , “whether in the 
Gulf or in tiie Arab Maghreb 
(North Africa).” 

“The Pales tinian s alone cannot 
confront the challenges without 
coordination with their Arab 
breth ren if a comprehensive solu- 
tion is to be found for foe Palesti- 


Kidnappers 


silent 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — decision 
from pro-Iranian kidnappers 
appeared to dash hopes for the' 
retease Sunday of ITS. hostage 
Joseph CSdppio. 

No Western hostage in Leba- 
non has been freed in recent 
years without a statement 
announcing it advance. Lack of 
word from the Revolutionary Jus- 
tice Organisation (RJO) on its 
last captive reinforced signs that. 
Israel would release a second 
batch of Arab prisoners before 
another Westerner was freed. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
source said Thursday the RJO 
would free 60-year-old Gcippio 
on or before Sunday and Israel 
would release more Arab de- 
tainees. 

Beirut radio Sunday morning 
quoting what it called well- 
informed sources as saying the 
release of Mr. Gcippio, seized on 
Sept. 12, 1966. “could be de- 
layed.” 

A pro-Iranian source said a 
hostage release soon was stfil on 
the cards — “The decision to free 
an American has been taken. It’s 
only a matter of details and final 
arrangements.” 

“The question is when to re- 
lease him, before or after a 
second group of prisoners (held 
by Israel) is freed,” he added. 

Another pro-Iranian source in 
Beirut hinted that a hostage re- 
lease depended on Israel malting 
the first move, 

. Asked if be saw a hostage 
release in hours, the source said: 
“The first thing we expect is an 
Israeli step. Then well. see.” 

Israel’s chief hostage nego- 
tiator said Sunday he expected 


had no specific moves to report. 

. “I don't expect anything to 
move soon, but I expect prog- 
ress," said Uri Lubranj in a tele- 
phone interview with the AP. 

He dented a repent that Austria 
was probably holding the bodies 
of two Israeli soldiers sought by 
Israel-as part erf a deal to secure 
the release of Western hostages. 

Ahmad Jibril, the head of tire 
Popular Front for. the Liberation 
of Palestine GeneraKfommand 
(PFLP-GC), said Sunday he 
agreed with Hizbolteh foal any 
hostage-for-prisoners swap mast 
also indode Palestinians bdd by 
Israel. 

Mr. Jibril’s remark* followed a 
two-hour meeting with JEEzbol- 
lah’s secretary-general, Sheikh 
Abbas.Mnsawt 

■ “There has been an agreement 
!(witb HtebdUah) in the past that 
any exchange of (Western) hos- 
tages for (/Gab) prison e rs should 
indndo P al esti n ians held by the' 
Israeli enemy...- aid tins agree- 
ment was renewed.. 

“Sheikh Abbas was fully re- 
sponsive and he told me that 
K- bdllah sticks to this postion,” 
Mr. Jibril said. . 


man problem,” said Mr. Arafat, 
speaking one day after die PNC 
recommended that Palestinians 
attend foe October conference, 
co-sponsored by the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 

“Any solution to the Palesti- 
nian problem should take into 
consideration the legitimate poli- 
tical rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and the interests and national 
security of the Arab nation;’* 
added Mr. Arafat, who was 
reelected president of Palestine 
and chairman of the PLO by the 
PNC session in Algiers. 

Mr. Arafat said the priority for 
the PLO was to coordinate posi- 
tions with the Arab countries 
before coordinating with the Un- 
ited States. 

The Palestinian leader also cal- 
led for an urgent Arab summit 
conference to “coordinate Arab 
positions, learning from past ex- 
periences so that the Arab World 
can confront the challenges facing 
it.” 

The PNC decision to endorse 
Palestiman participation in the 
peace conference, Mr. Arafat 
said, “gives a new momentum to 
the Palestinian uprising, which is 
the guarantee for a just peace.” 


He said the PLO had stressed 
the importance of Jerusalem and 
its status as the capital of the 
State of Palestine and renewed a 
call for a freeze in Israel’s settle- 
ment activities in the occupied 
territories. 

The Israeli policy of building 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories, Mr. Arafat said, 
“poses a danger not only to the 
Palestinian people but also to the 
entire Arab World." 

In Algiers, Mr. Arafat said 
Saturday that “we want a peace 
of die brave, not capitulations. 
We will not make any obstacles to 
peace, bnt we reject foe Israeli 
conditions.” 

Israel demands that no PLO 
members, and only Palestinians- 
from the occupied West Bank or 
Gaza Strip take part in peace 
talks. It alro insists that foe PLO 
cannot announce the delegation. 

“We aren’t asking for the 
moon," Mr. Arafat said. “We are 
asking for what has been declared 
by (U.S. President George) Bush 
and (National Security Adviser 
Brent) Scowcroft," whom he 
quoted as saying Israeli settle- 
ments in tiie occupied territories 
are illegal. 


“If they continue, this means 
there will be no land for peace," 
said the PLO leader. 

“This question is not for me," 
Mr. Arafat said. “You have to 
ask Presidents Bush and 
(Mikhail) Gorbachev, the confer- 
ence’s co-chairmen: Do you want 
land for peace?” 

Prime Minister Taher Masri 
said Saturday the PNC decision 
pave the way for forming a joint 
Jordaman-P$testinian delegation 
to the peace conference. 

“Now we expect that some 
Palestinian delegates will visit 
Jordan soon... and we will work 
together on forming a joint de- 
legation to foe proposed peace 
conference,” he said. 

The PNC dropped key condi- 
tions for participating in foe prop- 
osed conference, recommending 
that Palestinians attend in order 
to argue their case. 

Palestinian legislators also 
dropped demands for a commit- 
ment before the talks that Israel 
would relinquish tiie West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The council cast aside an insist- 
ence that foe PLO actually 

(Continued on page 5) 


Shamir hints at 4 compromise,’ 
but refuses to freeze settlement 


TEL AVIV' (Agencies)' — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak S hamir 
Sunday did not rate out com- 
promise in proposed Arab-IsracK 
peace talks, text again refused to 
freeze settlement activity in the 
occupied territories. 

He added that Israel would not 
participate in any peace talks that 
would force a solution of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict on the Jew- 
ish- state. 

If the Arabs expect negotia- 
tions to be “a kind of court 
attended... to get what they de- 
serve acconfing to one ot another 
United Nations dectsfoivthey are 
completely mistaken," Mr. Sha- 
mir said on a special interview 
with Israel army radio. 

“Negotiations between peoples 
is where the sides have to sit 
together and convince one other, 
in order to reach an agreement on 
those same issues that are being 
efiscussed,” Mr. Shamir added, 
while not ruling out an Israeli 
compromise. 

“It depends what the- com- 
promise is. It depends what we 
are talking about,” Mr. Shamir, 


The peace talks are to be based 
on U.N. resolutions 242 and 338. 


which call on Israel to give up 
land occupied in the 1967 war in 
exchange for secure borders. 

Israel contends the resolution 
does not require it give up all the 
land. 

lire United States has criticised 
a recent flurry of Jewish construc- 
tion in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as an obstacle to 
proposed Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, asking Israel to halt the 
activity, ’ 

Mr. Shatnir said Sunday freez- 
ing settlements before negotiations 
would be a “precondition" Israel 
firmly rejects. 

“We have presented a princi- 
ple. There are no negotiations 
with precondit i ons,” Mr. Shamir 
said. “There are many demands 
we could make of the Arabs and 
we can bring them up during the 
negotiations. They, too, of 
course, can make demands of us, 
bnt these will be put cm foe 
negotiating table.” 

Meanwhile, Science Minister 
Yuval Neeman, of the nationalist 
Tehiya party, and Mhnster with- 
out Portfolio Rehavam Zeevi of 
the right-wing Moledet party met 
with Mr. Shamir to protest the 
peace process they say win force 


■Israel into undesirable conces- 
sions. 

“The time has come for the 
government of Israel to take its 
head out of the sand,” Mr. Nee- 
roan told Israel Radio. “No doubt 
the noose is getting tighter.” 

In separate comments, Mr. 
Shamir said be doubted the Un- 
ited States could play foe role of 
honest broker in bringing Israel 
and its Arab neighbours to the 
peace conference next month. 

Mr. Shamir’s most senior aide 
Yossi Ben- Aharon went even 
farther. He called Washington 
“prejudiced” since President 
Geoige Bush called on Congress 
this month to postpone vital loan 
guarantees to Israel until after the 
proposed talks. 

“There has been a tilt toward 
the Arabs, no doubt,” Mr. Benr 
Aharon told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Shamir said he believed a 
conference co-sponsored by 
Washington and Moscow would 
be bdd. 

But asked by the newspaper 
Davar whether the United States 
could bean impartial mediator he 

(Continued on page 5) 


Likud weighs early election 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir’s ruling T JlmH 
Party, under pressure from 
Washington and from Israelis, is 
discussing calling early elections 
— a move that could complicate 
Middle East peace efforts. 

Sarah Doron, leader of foe 
Likud parliamentary faction, 
announced Sunday foe party was 
ready to consider advancing poUs 
not due for another 14 months, 
Israel Radio said. 

G over nm ent ^sources said Mr. 
Shamir might seek a mandate to 
stave off U.S. pressure for Israel 
to yield on peace issues. 

He cook! also call elections if 
be lost foe support of three hard- 
fine coalition parties winch en- 
sure him a 66-54 seat parttemen- 
tary majority.. 

Mr. Shamir’s top adviser Yossi 
Ben-Ahanmdanmeiied press spe- 
culation about the government's 
imminent faU but acknowledged 
potential problems. 

“There might be a break winch 
,wifl came the dissolution of tins 
government. Bnt tins is just an 
assessment at this point because 
we don’t lave any hard evidence 
that tins is gpmg to take place or 
when it is going to take place,”, he 
told Renters. 

The opposition Labour Party 
has called a parliamentary no- 
confidence vote for next week- 
although it alone cannot bring 
down tire g o v er nm ent. 

Some le&fing Labour members 


accuse Mr. Shamir of trying to 
sabotage U.S. attempts to 
arrange Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Labour has said that if Mr. 
Shamir was sincere about sup- 
porting foe U.S. peace drive it 
would vote to keep bis govern- 
ment from falling in any far-right 
revolt. 

Mr. Shamir’s critics have long 
suspected he might call elections 
to avoid entering a peace confer- 
ence which tire United States, 
Israel's closest ally, hopes to con- 
vene within a month. His govern- 
ment is the most hardline in 
Israeli bistory. 

But government sources said 
they expected the two-day con- 
ference to go ahead, though elec- 
tions could be held as early as 
February, in the midst of prop- 
osed Arab-Israel negotiations. 

The Bush admimstralion, to 
avoid afienatmg Arab states, has' 
delayed considering Israel’s re- 
quest for $10 bflHou in loan 
guarantees to help 'Soviet Jewish 
immigr ants 

Washington has farther hinted 
it will link the guarantees to at 
freeze on Jewish settlement in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 


1 Bush did could boomer- 
aid a government source 
ike on conffition he not be 


the photo opportunity there will 
be a crisis if they impose such 
constraints or a freeze on settle- 
ments." 

The Bosh a dminist ration has 
told Arab states and Palestinians 
. if favours a peace deal based on 
the return of occupied Arab. land. 
Likud insists foe land ensures 
Israeli “security” and was given 
to foe Jewish people by (kid. 

The government source, reli- 
able in forecasting previous poli- 
tical developments, said Mr. Sha- 
mir amid call elections to streng- 
then his hand before negotiations 


“I think there will be an open- 
ing conference lasting a day and a 
half, a photo opportunity. After 


- He said: “liiere is a feeling foe 
negotiations will be very prob- 
lematic and Israel will be pushed 
to tire wall and so it’s worthwhile 
to hold elections to strengthen 
Likud before it’s too late.” 
Leaders of tire far-right Tehiya, 
Tsomet and Moledet parties, 
whose seven seats assure Mr? 
Shamir a majority in the 120- 
member parhament, have told 
tire government they are worried 
by the U.S. moves. 

Mr. Shamir privately met 
Tehiya and Moledet leaders Sun- 
day, and. Moledet leader Re- 
baron Zeevi said he would not 
lead his two-man faction out of 
tire government for now. 

But many in Likud snare the 
fears of tire for right that as talks 
enter a czudal stage, Washington 
will pressure Israel to withdraw 
from occupied territories. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has filed a dahn with the United Nations for 
damage to its environment caused by the Gulf war, tiie official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported Sunday. Ramazan- AJi Abedini, deputy 
head of foe country’s environment pr ote ction organisation, said it was 
difficult to assess foe exact amount of kisses incurred during the war 
between Iraq and the U.S. -led fllli nnf ** that expelled it from Kuwait, foe 
news agency said. It gave no estimate but said: “The war fought m 
January and February this year ended in foe setting ablaze of over TOO 
Kuwaiti ofl wells, an ecological disaster, which among other things b» 
polluted and destroyed the rich marine life and crops in southern Iran.” 
Mr. Abedini mid Iranian environmGDtal experts were in Kuwait Gty for a 
meeting on the destructive effects of the war on the Golf region. He said 
foe ministerial session of the Regional Organisation for Protection of foe 
Marine Environment was to be held in the Kuwaiti capita] in October. 
Iran is already in contact with foe United Nations for estimating tiie 
environmental losses in the region, said Mr. Abedini. He added that a 
group of German ecologists was studying the pollution in the Gulf area, 
said the news agency. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Arafat says PNC has contributed 
positively, urges Arab coordination 

Baker: Time not ripe yet for invitations to conference 



MILITARY EXERCESEStOne of the units of 
the Special Forces Sunday carried out mfotary 
manoeuvres mting fire ammunition and many 
kinds of weapons, tanks and personnel carriers. 


The exercises were attended fey Armed Forces the exercises 


Chief of Staff General Fafoi Aba Taleh, who was 
briefed on tire training programmes and level of 
expertise erf tire special forces by Its commander. 
Senior officers of the Armed Forces also attended 


U.N. teams report full Iraqi 
compliance with demands 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
U.N. nuclear weapon inspection 
team which spent four days con- 
fined in a Baghdad car park 
resumed its mission on Sunday 
without incident. 

Iraq has also removed the last 
obstacle p revent in g U.N. experts 
from using their helicopters on 
inspection flights, U.N. officials 
said in Baghdad. 

Alastair Livingston, field op- 
erations chief for the U.N. com- 
mission in charge of scrapp in g 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, said Iraq had given U.N. 
officials permission to use its A1 
Rasheed airfield in Baghdad as a 
helicopter base. . . 

An advance party of ballistic 
missiles experts in Baghdad had 
asked leave for the helicopters, 
on loan from Germany and now 
in Turkey, to make the four-hour 
flight to Baghdad on Tuesday or 
Wednesday, he said. 

Douglas England, bead of the 
21-member ballistic team, said 
Saturday they were delaying the 
start of their mission to supervise 


Algeria 
lifts state 
of siege 

ALGIERS (AP) — The govern- 
ment Sunday lifted the four- 
month state of emergency im- 
posed after bloody riots by Mus- 
lim fundamentalists forced the 
postponement of legislative elec- 
trons. 

The capital of the country' 
appeared calm. There have been 
no signs of political disturbances 
for several weeks as the govern- 
ment and opposition try to res- 
chedule the elections. 

The government announced a 
week ago that the four-month 
state of emergency, which would 
have expired Oct. 5, would end at 
midnight Saturday. 

President Chadli Benjedid 
ordered the measures June 5 to 
qnell violent agitation by the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FLN), winner of local and 
provincial ejections last year. 

The emergency gave the milit- 
ary wide powers of arrest, and a 
curfew was imposed for a few 
weeks in Algiers. 

The FIS contended that rules 
for the legislative elections had 
been rigged to favour the Nation- 
al Liberation Front (FIN) the 
Marxist party that has ruled 
Algeria since independence from 
France in 1962. 

The fundamentalist party’s top 
leaders, including President 
Abassi Madani and Vice- 
President Ali Belhadj, were 
thrown into a military prison at 
BHda, outside Algers. 

They are charged with foment- 
ing rebellion, which could theore- 
tically bring tire death penalty, 
and have been hospitalised after 
going on hanger strike Sept. 7. 

The government says that 55 
people were killed and '3,000 
arrested during the state of 
emergency. The FIS and another 
groups claim 300 died and a much 
higher number were arrested. 

The govenimeart has pledged to 
hold die elections before the end 
of the year. They would be the 
first mylti-paity legislative voting 
since independence. 

The FLN was tire sole legal 
party in Algeria before 1988. 


destruction of Scud missile sites 
by two days to give time for the 
lingering row to be settled. 

Mr. Livingston said the Iraqi 
go-ahead, given at noon on Sun- 
day, would let tiie U.N. advance 
pmty finalise details of helicopter 
flights planned by ballistic inspec- 
tors due in Baghdad on Tuesday. 

“A senior official at the Fore- 
ign Ministry told the advance 
party they conld use tire VIP 
bunding at the AJ Rasheed air- 
field — and they have requested 
permission for the helicopters to 
fly in on the 1st or tiie 2nd," he 
said. 

The helicopters would be ready 
for use on inspection flights over 
Send missile sites in Iraq’s remote 
western region by Wednesday at 
the latest. 

Mr. Livingston said U.N. nuc- 
lear inspectors now in Baghdad 
would return to Bahrain Monday 
and a biological weapons team 
would leave Iraq Wednesday. 

Team leader Davis Kay said in 
Baghdad the nuclear group spent 
foe day inspecting four locations 


in the Baghdad area. He declined 
to identify foe sites, saying they 
would be inspected further. 

“It was another day of inspec- 
tion, it went well. No problems,” 
he added. “We had full access to 
all sites, no problems in copying 
documentation at all." 

ft was the first day that inspec- 
tions by the 44-member group, 
which arrived in Baghdad a week 
ago, had not ran into problems 
with Iraqi officials. 

On Monday, it was held for 
five hours before documents it 
had seized were forcibly removed 
from its possession. 

A similar confrontation began 
Tuesday and led to tire group 
being penned in a car park refus- 
ing to yield the papers. 

The standoff ended around 
dawn Saturday with the grotto 
permitted to keep further records 
it had taken provided a joint 
inventory was made with Iraqi 
officials. 

That inventory was completed 
(Continued on page 5) 


Martens averts coalition 
collapse over arms deals 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Less than 
four months before general elec- 
tions, Prime Minister Wilfried 
Martens reshuffled his cabinet 
Sunday to prevent the fall of his 
centre-left coalition over arms 
sales to foe Middle East. 

The Flemish nationalist Volk- 
sunie Party was dropped from 
Mr. Martens’ five-party coalition 
when it refused to back the arms 
sales, worth $300 million, to 
Saudi Arabia and allied Middle 
East countries. 

Mr. Martens announced foe 
move after consulting with King 
Baudouin Sunday afternoon. At 
the same time, the arms sales 
were effectively approved. 

In a bid to dispel any notion of 
crisis, the new, stimmed-down 
cabinet met Sunday afternoon to 
discuss Belgium’s military opera- 
tion in Zaire to help evacuate 
Belgians after last week's rioting 
there. 

The new cabinet is made up of 
Socialists and Christian Demo- 
crats, split into Dutch and French- 
speaking camps, who hold 133 of 
foe 212 legislative seats. 

It will continue in office until 
tire Jan. 19 elections. Tire two 
Volksunie ministers were re- 
placed by two Dutch-speakers, a 
Christian Democrat and a Social- 
ist 

That move ended a dispute that 
bad lingered for weeks, splitting 
the cabinet along linguistic lines 
with Dutch-speaking parties 
opposing their Francophone part- 
ners over the Mideast arms deal. 

The latter argued these were a 
lifeline for the ailing arms indus- 
try in Wallonia, Belgium’s 
French-speaking southern half, 
and threatened to veto a $1 bil- 
lion government telecommunica- 


tions contract that will mostly 
benefit firms in Dutch-speaking 
Flanders. 

Mr. Martens brokered a com- 
promise making the government 
of Wallonia and Flanders, that 
already enjoy much autonomy in 
other areas, responsible for arms 


By dropping the VoUcsunie, a 
small party that sought more 
guarantees for Flemish autonomy 
under the compromise, the gov- 
ernment lost its two-thirds major- 
ity in the parliament. 

It needs that majority to widen 
the powers of the Flmmsh and 
Walloon governments to make. 
Belgium a federal state. 

Disputes between Belgium’s 

5.5 minion Dutch-speakers and 

4.5 million Francophones have 
caused the fall of many govern- 
ments since World War II. 

Belgium has had 35 govern- 
ments since 1944. Mr. Martens 
himself has led eight since 1979. 

Officials said he must now rely 
on opposition support, notably 
from foe conservatives, to get a 
two- thirds majority for changing 
the constitution and devolving 
powers to Flanders and Wallonia. 

le a di ng to Sunday’s cabinet 
reshuffle were contracts worth 
10.6 billion francs ($303 million) 
for Mideast clients, including 
Saudi Arabia, Oman and the* 
United Arab Emirates, of Bel- 
gian arms maker FNN Herstal. 

Tire Liege-area company can- 
not dose foe (teal unless it gets 
export licences. “Without the li- 
cences the normal financing of 
the company ... is no kmeer possi- 
ble,” FNN said Friday. 

It addedjover 1,000 jobs were' 
■at stake if the arms deal frit'' 

through. . “ 
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Hrawi home with U.S. U.N. team 

‘pledge’ on Israeli presence in Kuwait 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- plementation of Resolution 425 ; 

dent Elias Hrawi returned home from the discossioiis. . I to survey 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi returned home 
Sunday after talks with President 
George Bush during which he 
won a pledge on hnplementatiOD 
of the U.N. resolution calling for 
an Israeli pullout from South 
Lebanon, officials said. 

Mr. Hrawi conferred with Mr. 
Bush, Arab and European offi- 
cials during an eight-day visit to 
the United Nations in New York 
where he addressed the General 
Assembly. 

Prime Minister Omar Karami, 
who accompanied Mr. Hrawi, 
• told reporters the trip had 
achieved its goals' and “was very 
■/sticcessfnl.” 

The talks concentrated on im- 
plementing the 13-year-old 
Security Council Resolution 425 
stipulating an unconditional and 
comprehensive pullout of Israeli 
troops from a border enclave it 
runs as a “security zone” in south 
Lebanon. 

The Lebanese leaders met Mr. 
Bush last Tuesday and urged him 
to guarantee an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon. 

Officials said Mr. Hrawi man- 
aged to obtain “a pledge” from 
the Bush administration that Re- 
. solution 425 was unnegotiable 
and should be implemented with- 
out linkage to the planned U.S.- 
. brokered Middle East peace con- 
. ference. 

Lebanon has said it win attend 
the conference, which is expected 
to convene next month, but has 
been attempting to disengage im- 


plementation of Resolution 425 
from the discussions. 

Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
remained in New York for talks 
with Arab, European and U.S. 
officials on formation of a 
Lebanese reconstruction fund. 

Creation of the fund was stipu- 
lated in the Arab-sponsored Taif 
pece pact that ended Lebanon's 
15 years of dvil war. 

Prime Minister Karami 'said 
Washington had agreed to the 
implementation of Resolution 
425 whether or not the peace 
conference takes place next 
month. 

The resolution, adopted in 
1978 after a brief Israeli incursion 
into South Lebanon, rejects any 
armed presence in the south ex- 
cept that of Lebanese govern- 
ment forces. 

However, Israel invaded Leba- 
non in 1982, and after a three- 
year occ u pa ti on it withdraw the 
bulk of its forces from the country 
but carved out the so-called 
“security zone? 

In his speech to die U.N. 
General Assembly this week, Mr. 
Hrawi called on Israel to pull its 
troops out of the border strip so 
that his government couid con- 
solidate the dvil war peace 
accord and regain its sovereignty 
over the land. 

Israel has refused to relinquish 
the 1 , 100 -square-kflomtre zone as 
long as Syrian troops remain de- 
ployed m Lebanon and Iranian- 
backed and Palestinian guerrillas 
maintain bases in the south. 


Fraser: Effective end to Iraqis’ problems 
only with implementation of U.N. resolutions 


border 


West had nuclear arms ready 
during Gulf war — Swede 


STOCKHOLM (R) — The U.S.- 
led alliance in the Gulf war had 
nudear and chemical weapons 
prepared for use if provoked by 
Iraq, a Swedish liaison officer 
said in an interview published 
Friday. 

Army Major Persson, liaison 
officer between a Swedish field 
hospital in Saudi Arabia and 
allied forces, told the national 
daily Svenska Dagbiadet he had 
seen official guidelines about the 
use of undear weapons. 

The document said allied 
warships without chemical 
weapons aboard were allowed, as 
a last resort, to defend them- 
selves, with nuclear weapons 
■ ^gainst a chemical attack,be said. 
A * “If exposed to the 'Writfct. they 
woUW’jier riBoWeri "'66 use the 
-wors t . Th e re was such an uid er. I 
- saw it,” Maj. Persson said. 

The alliance consistently de- 
clined to comment on whether it 
had nudear or chemical weapons 
in place during the war to oust 
Iraq from Kuwait. 

Maj. Persson said he had also 
seen a 200 -page document reg- 
ulating use of chemical weapons. 


”1 bad it in my hand, it was the 
, real thing ... the alliance did not 
estimate that it would be neces- 
sary to escalate the conflict with 
chemical weapons, but there was 
room to do so if necessary Maj. 
Persson said. 

The document, he said, 
appeared to be a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
order for a chemical arms coun- 
ter-attack which had been revised 
with detailed instructions for Op- 
eration Desert Storm, the official 
name of the offensive to liberate 
Kuwait. 

Maj. Persson, citing unnamed 
British and U.S. source he met 
during the war, said Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein was in- 
formed through various channels 
that th e allied arsenal included I 
both chemical and nuclear 
weapons. 

The objective was to deter Iraq 
from using its own chemical 
arsenal. “They told me: “You 
can rest assured that Saddam 
Hussein knows what we can do,” 
Maj. Persson said, citing military 
and diplomatic sources. 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) —A 
10-man United Nations team ar- 
rived in Kuwait Sunday to carry 
out a land survey of the desert 
border between Iraq and Kuwait, 
a U.N. official said. 

The official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said the group 
would present its findings to a 
five-man commission that has 
been established by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to demarcate the bor- 
der. 

The official declined further 
comment on the mission of the 
team. 

The border, drawn up after 
World War I, is difficult to draw 
because there are few landmarks 
in the sand and both sides define 
it differently. 

An aerial survey of the frontier 
was carried out by the commis- 
sion in July. 

Several cross-border incur- 
sions, mainly by smugglers and 
scavengers looking for weapons 
and ammunition left by Iraqi 
troops, have been reported by 
U.N. and Kuwaiti officials in 
recent weeks. 

At least nine Iraqis have been 
killed and 22 injured in the past 
two weeks while picking up the 
leftover weapons, according to 
the U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observa- 
tion Mission (UNTKOM) which 
patrols the demilitarised zone be- 
tween the two countries. 

Diplomats in Kuwait said Iraq 
would be obliged to recognise the 
border marked by the commis- 
sion. 

“The task of the commission 
will probably prove to be very 
difficult. It will be a long process 
of mediating between the Iraqis 
and the Kuwaitis to reach a bor- 
der accepted by both.” one West- 
ern diplomat quoted by Reuters 
said. 

“But once marked Iraq will 
have under the terms of the Gulf 
war ceasefire to accept the bord- 
er,” be added. 

Kuwait has accused Iraq of 
delaying the work of the U.N. 
commission. 

Iraq has never accepted a 
boundary approved by the Arab 
League in 1962 after it claimed 
that Kuwait was part of Iraq, It 
has also laid daim to Bubiyan and 
Warba islands. 

U.N. officials said marking the 
border would also help control a 
thriving trade in arms, ammuni- 
tion and alcohol bet w een Iraqis 
and Kuwaitis. 

UNIKOM says it has no au- 
thority to stop civilians illegally 
crossing the border. _ 


By a Jordan Tima 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — There cannot be 
any effective solution to the 
problems of the Iraqi people 
until the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 
relevant to the Gulf crisis arc 
implemented and the situa- 
tion returns fro normal in 
terms of Iraq's relations with 
the outside world, former 
Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Fraser said Sunday. 

Mr. Fraser, who spent 
three days in Iraq over the 
weekend in his capacity as 
president of CARE Interna- 
tional which is extending re- 
lief assistance to the Iraqi 
people, conceded that the 
process of implementing the 
U.N. resolutions was not 
easy. 

“I am under no illusion 
that the process between Iraq 
and the U.N. of im- 
plementing the resolutions 
Will be speedy,” he said, 
carefully avoiding any com- 
ment which could be con- 
strued as having any political 
bearing. 

But, he said, “I was told by 
the Iraqi government that it 


wfl] have tbe resources to 
meet the needs of the Iraqi 
people once tbe international 
sanctions are lifted.” The 
sanctions were im posed by 
the Security Council follow- 
ing the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. Tech- 
.mcaDy, the sanctions could 
be lifted once Iraq complies 
with all the terms contained 
in the ceasefire in the Gulf 
war, which ended Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait in 
February, but the U.S. and 
Britain have said that most of 

the sanctions will remain in- 
place as long as Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein re- 
mains in power. 

The implementation of the 
U.N. resolutions is inching 
ahead, but there is do sight of 
a comprehensive solution to 
heal the rift in Iraq's external 
relations. 

The sanctions have been 
relaxed to allow die supply of 
food and medicine to Iraq, 
but Baghdad (foes, not have 
the funds to procure its needs 
since it cannot export its oil. 
Furthermore, the industrial 
sector has been crippled 
either as a result of bombing 
during the war or of tbe 


, CIA director hearings to lift 

J.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observa- - # • 

veil on U.S. intelligence reports 


WASHINGTON (R) — Some 
key U.S. intelligence reports of 
the 1980s to be nc /eiled this week 
could spell trouble for Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director-Designate Robert Gates 
in his Senate confirmation bear- 
ings. 

* Mr. Gates, having put much of 
his Iran-contra problems behind 
him, now faces another hurdle — 
allegations that be stifled CIA 
dissent and shaped intelligence to 
suit his bosses' conservative poli- 
tical agenda. 

Among documents likely to be 
'released on Tuesday, when public 
hearings resume before the Sen- 
ate Intelligence Committee, are a 
May 1985 inter-agency “esti- 
mate” that laid the groundwork 


vide a rationale for a pre- 
determined administration pofi- 
cy. 

Also to be released, provided 
the executive branch 
it, is a still-secret 1985 CIA 
assessment of possible Soviet in- 
volvement in tbe attempted assas- 
sination of Pope Johl Paul n four 
years earlier. 

Mr. Gates is accused of killing 
a cover sheet that explained tbe 
study was meant to present a case 
for possible Soviet involvement 
and not did mean that analysts 
had conluded that Moscow had a 
hand in the attempted assassina- 
tion. 

Mr. Gates, who turned 48 
Wednesday and is deputy nation- 
al security adviser, has denied he 
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In -the - 1 Iran-contra ‘affair, the' 

biggest scandal of the~admilftStfa -‘ 1 ditfrMr. Gates 'Ip | [ | 

don of Preadent'Ronald Tleagan , ' years at the CIA under the late 
profi t s from the sales secretly Director William Casey, politi- 
went to aim U.S.-backed contra cased supposedly objective analy- 
rebels in Nicaragua. sis about the Soviet Union, Iran, 

Several former colleagues from Nicaragua and other subjects, 
the CIA have accused Mr. Gates, Tbe 15-member panel then de- 
then bead of the National Intelli- dded to permit a public airing of 
gence Council, of fiddling with the charges, extending the hear- 
that estimate and others to pro- ings into a thud week. 


River crossing puts Palestinian dreams in perspective 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

KING HUSSEIN BRIDGE 
— Five-year-old Walid and 
his twin sister Lubna imitated 
their mother. They took off 
their shoes, raised their arms 
and turned around ready to 
be searched. 

The children, both ticklish, 
giggled as the Israeli woman 
soldier frisked them but 
could not understand why 
they had to hand over a ping 
pong ball. 

“Why did they take away 
the ball?” Lubna asked. 

The United States, the 
Soviet Union, Israel and its 
Arab neighbours may have 
given a Slip to Palestinian 
dreams of their own home- 
land with their talk of con- 
vening a Middle East peace 
conference. 

But at tbe River Jordan 
bridges, the Palestinians* 
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only direct link between their 
homes in the Israeli-occupied 
territories and the outside 
world, there are many poig- 
nant reminders that on the 
ground nothing has changed. 

Crossing from the West 
Bank to Jordan requires 
weeks of requests — Palesti- 
nians under 35 need a special 
permit — and a 305 shekel 
($ 120 ) fee. 

Tbe return over the two 
bridges since the 1967 war 
means hours of humfliating 
searches. 

What could be a 90-minute 
drive between occupied Jeru- 
salem and Amman can take 
an entire day. 

But for Palestinians living 
in the occupied West Bank 
amid a 45-month-old revolt, 
entering Jordan is like being 
released from a long prison 
sentence. 

Amman may only be 40 
kilometres away, but the 
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identity checks, sound of 
firearms and Israeli curfew 
announcements are quickly 
forgotten. 

For three weeks in Jordan, 
my wife and four children 
enjoyed the forgotten plea- 
sures of amusement parks, 
song festivals and night 
strolls. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
cross the rickety one-lane 
bridge every day to see rela- 
tives or for business under an 
Israeli agreement with Jor- 
dan known as the open- 
bridge policy. 

There is no search by 
Jordanian officials in the 
town of Shuna but travellers 
wait for more titan two hours 
in humid heat to get pass- 
ports stamped and fold a seat 
on the bus that ferries them 
to the Israeli-held side. 

The Israeli flags fluttering 
over military fortifications in 


the blazing sun mark the re- 
turn to fife under occupation. 

The bridge vibrates under . 
the weight of the bus. On the 
Israeli side, its passengers 
disembark under a huge 
eucalyptus tree to hand over 
their retain permits. Those 
without them may not enter. 

Dozens of men and women 
Israeli conscripts search lag- 
gage piece by pece, looking 
for weapons, then take it to 
be assessed for import duty. 

Pens, brashes, cameras 
and toys were among items 
we were not allowed to take 
in — one rarely gets an ex- 
planation. 

A corridor leads into a ball 
where uniformed police pre- 
pare documents. The air- 
conditioned hall has toilets 
and running water but after 
three hours under Israeli 
scrutiny, the children were 
tired, hungry and bored. 

Finally, our names were 


called over loudspeakers and 
we started tbe physical sear- 
ches. 

We deposited our money 
in a locked box until we left, 
which lets tbe Israelis keep an 
eye on how much flows into 
the West Bank. 

Those with more than JD 
2,000 must sign a declaration 
that they did not receive it 
from the Palestine liberation 
Organisation. 

Israeli troops used to make 
people strip, but travellers 
now just lower their pants as 
an electronic device scans 
than. 

Most young Palestinians 
are also questioned by Israeli 
secret service agents. 

Exactly nine hours after 
leaving Amman — and after 
five and a half hours of Israeli 
checking — we finally stuffed 
our belongings into tbe suit- 
cases and were on our way 
home. 
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scarcity of raw material to 
operate them. 

Mr. Fraser said that while 
CARE was not attaching any 
timeframe for Its relief prog- 
ramme in Iraq, the oxganisa- 
tifm will scale down its opera- 
tions once the “sftnation is ■ 
normal.” 

He noted that CARE had 
also extended relief aid fro the 
Shiites and Kurds who fled 
their failed rebellions against 
the government following the 
Gulf war and crossed over 
to Turkey and Iran. "Most 

of them have now r et u rned to 

Iraq,” Mr. Fraser said, but 
added that a CARE prog- 
ramme in the northern Iraqi 
Kurdish town of Sukuna- 
ntyeh was co ntinui ng. 

Mr. Fraser said CARE was 
extending help to the resi- 
dents of the southern Iraqi 
town of Najaf in the form of 
nutrition programmes for 
children under the age of 
five. He said he saw distinct 
_ 'signs of severe malnutrition 
among tbe children of tbe 
town, whose woes were 
aggravated by the Shiite re- 
bellion. 

Government-supplied 
rationed food meets only 50 


Tunisia says 
plot to kill 
Ben Ali 
foiled 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The gov-’ 
eminent said Saturday it has unc- 
overed a plot by an outlawed 
Muslim fundamentalist group to 
assassinate President Zioe AJ 
Abidine Ben Ali and then 
attempt to seize power. 

Interior Minister Abdullah 
Kallal, addressing a political 
meeting, said mititants of the A1 
Nahda movement had drawn up a 
“diabolic” three-stage plan to 
shoot down Mr. Ben Ah's plane, 
create a power vacuum, then 
move -to form a provisional fun- 
damentalist regime.- ;• - - 

Mr. Kallal, without specifying 

ned to assassinate Mr. Ben AH, 
four senior cabinet ministers, and 
a top parliamentary leader. 

Tbe next step, be said, was to 
announce formation of a pro- 
visional g o ver nm ent that would 
include A1 Nahda leaders and 
some dissident politicians from 
ontside the movement 

Finally, tbe plotters intended 
to create chaos through such tac- 
tics as sabotaging water and elec- 
tricity networks and disrupting 
transportation, while engaging In 
guerrilla warfare, Mr. Kalla said. 

'The Interior minister said the 
plot was being orchestrated from 
Algiers by AI. Nahda's exiled 
leaders, Rashid Ghannonchi and 
Mohammad Ben Salem. 

Tbe plotters initially planned to 
stage a suicide attack on Mr. Ben 
AITs motorcade during one of his 
local outings, Mr. Kallal said. 

He said tins was abandoned in 
favour of a plan to blow up the' 
presidential airplane in tmd- 
ffigbt, using a shoulder-fired mis- 
sile famished by fundamentalist 

guerrillas ID Af ghan i stan 

Mr. Kallal made no mention of 
any arrests in connection with the 
plot, but said security forces had 
seized an arms cache south of 
Tunis containing weapons be- 
lieved intended for as sa ss i nati on 
attempts. 

The . government accused the 
Al Nahda last May of plotting to 
seize power and set op an Islamic 
state. Security fences arrested 
nearly 300 members, indudmg 
100 army men.. Al Nahda denied 
the charge. 
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per cent of the mgrional rc- 
q uire m en te of the town’s resi- 
dents, and the rest lias to one 
from the market at skyrock- 
eting juices, be said. 

"The poor simply cannot 
afford to buy food at sod 
Ugh paces,” noted Mr. Fras- 
er, whose or g a ni sa ti on is 
working in dare cooperation 
with tbe Iraqi authorities and 
the Federation of Iraqi 
Women. 

The CARE pr o gramm e in- 
dudes extending food aid fro 
30,000 Iraqi children under 
tiie age of five, Mr. Fraser 
told the Jordan Times in an 
' inte r v iew in Amman shortly 
before his d epar t ur e for 
Brussels. 

Among the officials Mr. 
Fraser met during his SepL 
26-28 stay in Iraq were Prime 
Minister Mohammad Al 
Zubanfi, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Ali Al Shahaf 
and Minister of Trade Saleh 
Mahdt. 

Mr. Fraser said be under- 
stood “certain technicalities” 
remained to be sorted out 
before Iraq could begin li- 
mited ofl exports worth $L 6 
bflbon endorsed by the Sanc- 
tions Committee of the 




Security Council 
Tbe former prime mi nister 
side-stepped a: question 
whether, he thought the 
approved amount- was 
enougtt fro meet the innnedk 

ate needs of the Iraqi people 
by saying “there are provi^ 
siom in the relaied resc^ution 
to increase tire; amour* that 
could go Iraq” from tfw’pre: 
ceed of the oil sales , 7 winch 
wiU be controlled by a special 
panel set bjr tire U.N. t 
Independent experts’ eafr 
mate that less than half tire 
amount raised through the oD 
exports will reach the Iraqi 
people in the form . erf 

food and medicare, the test 
being ap propriated for war 
reparations and ' U.N, costs 
incurred to monitor and im- 
plement fire ceasefire terms. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 

Mulroney: U.N. nuqr have to fight Iraq again 

WASHINGTON (R) — Canadian Prime Minist er Brian Mul~ 
roney said Saturday it was probably just a matter of time before 
the United Nations would have to use force against Iraq again 


for flouting international authority. *T expect it’s just a matter of 
time before we have to deal with (Iraq) again. Anybody -who 
flouts tbe authority of tire United Nations Security Council should 
be dealt until,” Mr. Mulroney said in an interview on the Cable 
News Network. Mr. Mahoney spoke from Stanford University, in 
California, where be was visiting. Canada was part of the 
international affiance that fought in the Gulf war last January and 
February to drive Iraqi forces from Kuwait. “(Iraq) a p p aren t ly 
has not learned (its) lesson from the 15th of January,? Mr. 
Mulroney said. Iraq was attacked tire following day after it 
ignored a U.N. deadline to leave Kuwait. 

Fire In pine woods In north Lebanon , ■ 

TRIPOLI (AP) — Fires believed touched off by a beat wave 
gutted pine forests and cherry groves in northern Lebanon on 
Saturday, pofieg said. Clergymen Wared appeals through loads*. 
poker s from masqnes-minarets and church bells tolled tfaroqgfri 
put tire Kobeyyat province^utfcmg citizens jo^heforSyrinp^fo 
•'Lebanese army troops to cotobargbe Wazei^Fblice;saidjtfeJ^n 
broke after 'nightfall Friday'and was raging 24 boun 

later, although three Syrian fire brigades crossed tire border fre 
help three Lebanese fi re fightin g teams put down tiie flamesl As 
foe hoses of fire engines doused tiie burning forests with watery 
hundreds of villagers rushed to help with buckets filled from their 
Wells. 

Lebanon flies home nationals from Zaire | 

! ( 

BEIRUT (R) — Hundreds of Lebanese nationals fleeing unresting 
Zaire returned to Beirut Sunday on a special cut-price charter; 
flight ran by Lebanon’s flag carrier. Middle East Airlines (MEA) n - 
officials said. The flight was one of several organised at the? 
request of tbe 8,000jstrong Lebanese business community in! 
Zaire, where riots against tiie rule erf President Mobutu Scse Seko! 
and looting have ravaged major towns. Hie officials said 404? 
people arrived Sunday from Brazzaville, tire capital of Congo , 1 
where they had fled to avoid tire unrest. A similar fligh t on! 
Saturday carried 483 people, indodmg two wounded. A third! 
flight was expected to evacuate more Lebanese on Monday, j 

Kabul says guerrilla attacks Increasing I 

ISLAMABAD (R) — An Afghan nutitary chief said rebels were 
stepping • up their rocket a tta cks on cities and accused Pakistan of 
moeasmg its arms supplies fro the guerrillas despite moves to end 
tire 13-year-old dvfl war. The official Bakhtar news agency: 
Saturday quoted aimed forces Chief of General Staff As?£ 
Debwar as saying the guerrillas had increased foefr attado&iff 
cities, including QaJat and Gardez and some parts of Nangadnft 
province. Guerrillas fired six rockets into tire capital Kabul ~ 
Saturday, killing three civilians, Kabul Radio said. 


DdaymrjB saying Kabul’s mifitazy doctrine was defensove^Mri 
added: “If the enennes of our people continue their attad&tf&ii 
resort to invasions... tire aimed forces will give **^«" a jaSrt 
breaking reply.” ^5 

Clocks back on winter time in Cyprus 

tU COS lA (AP) — Clocks were moved back an horaatm y*"igfcM 
marking the end of the summer season's daylight saving time Thej 
new tune as of Sunday puts Cyprus two hours ahead of GMT. j 
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CARE International official discusses 
prospects for further aid to Jordan 


• By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Possibilities are 
strong for international supple- 
ment a ti on of Cutt&n'anbt- 
anceprogramnwtobclp Jorda- 
; oat. drikheri, partkalady in 
the wake oftbe return borne of 
larindreds of t b oe gaa ds cd. ex- 
patriates from Kuwait and 
oefaer Onlf states, former An- 
straHan Prime Minister Mal- 
colm Fraser Sunday. 1 
Mr. Fraser, who efisenssed 
the issue with Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma — chair- 
person of the Queen Afia So- 
cial Welfare Fuad (QAF) — in 
bis capacity as prerident of 
CARE International, «aM be 
mould pursue the mgffor fortb- 
er with the donor, governments 
of ‘.the Brussels-based relief 


. - Mr . Fraser said it was prarh 
ature to discuss any definite 
amount, the natnre of assist- 
ance or any timeframe for the 
- proposal to materialise. “It all 

depends on individual govern- 
ments” id whom be win be 
making representations, he 


TV. rMMiftm cou nte rpart in 
■ the progr amm e under discos- 
sioo is GARE Canada. Mr. 
Phaser explained that he was 
seeking to mppfcmeat the: prog- 
ramme with aamfonoc from 
the national CARE organisa- 
tions in various countries — 
notably Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Australia, Japan 
and others. 

The CARE Canada prog- 
ramme involves offering sup- 
plementary food — dry rations 
— to 2,500 children in Jordan, 
according to NabO Anshasi, a 
spokesman for the Canadian 
embassy in Amman. Be said 
QAF centres in various gov- 
ernorates win identify the most 
needy and administer the prog- 
ramme. He could not provide 
any figure to the the cost of 
the programme and Mr. Fraser 
detained to discuss specifics in 
Ins interview with the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The' former prime minister 
said there was an increased 
awareness that Jordan was in 
need of urgent assistance to 


help it cope with the massive 
flow of returnees and express- 
ed hope that CARE h tferan - 
thn&l assistance win be forth- 
coming to dm Kingdom. 

However, he said, “relief 
funds are hard to come by 
these days,” particularly bo- 
cause CARE bad extened mas- 
sive assistance to cyclone-hit 
B ang l ad es h tins year and to 
help refugees from Iran in Tur- 
key and Iran as well as in Iraq 
following die foiled Kurdish 
and Shnte rebellions in that 
country. 

Australia, he said, “is a 
small country in tens of people 
and re so urces,” and is doing 
what it could in terms of assist- 
ance to the needy around the 
world. Australia was focusing * 
more on the countries near to 
it in the Far East m e xt e ndin g' 
aid. be said. 

Mr. Fraser, 'who arrived 
here from Iraq and left to 
Brussels Sunday, said he would 
like to “see a permanent 
CARE presence in Jordan,” 
but added that it was only m 
idea and concept and that 
there had been decisions on 


Health Ministry to hire additional 
doctors and staff for expanding hospitals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry has spent more than JD 
13 million on ex panding ; and en- 
larging hospitals in Sab, Mafraq, 

. Tafikh and Amman and baa 
m a d e special allocations in the 
1992 fiscal year to employ an * 
additional. 1,003 doctors and 
health workers to cope with, the 
. services resulting from such ex- 
' pension, according to Dr. Mosta- 
& AI Barmawi, director of Hos- 
pital Affairs at the Health Mhro- 

fty- 

The enlarged farifities are AI 
Hussein Hospital in Salt, the gov- 
ernment hospital in Mafraq, AI 
Bashr Hospital in Amman, and 
tte (Tafileh gover n ment hospital. 
Dr. t Barmawi said. • 


r He said that the enlargements, 
which have been completed, 
cost JD 8-35 md^on and the 
wma fry is in the process of sup- 
plying them with equ ipm e nt at 
the estimated cost of JD 5 nril- 
Bon. 

The enlargeme nts have made it 
ne cessary to hire ' doctors, spe- 
cialists, nurses, paramedks, mid- 
wives and other health workers. 

Dr. Barmawi also announced a 
Ministry of Health dwriyjfr t to 
offer nursing t raining courses at 
Jordanian hospitals. He said that 
the programme is expected to 
start in November when 250 male 
and f emale trainees will be 
accepted in the tr aini ng centres at 
hospitals. - 


Dr. Barmawi said tint students 
wishing to join these courses, 
which will last for 18 months, can 
apply directly to the Health 
Mbhtiy. 

After graduation, an assistant 
nurse is certain to be appointed to 
work for government hospitals 
and health centres, he said. 

Dr. Barmawi also announced a 
Health Ministry decision to start 
budding the infrastructure of the 
new Karak Hospital which will be 
by the Italian Govern- 
ment at a later stage. 

He said that tbe Health Minis- 
try has (dans to build hospitals in 
Rnseifa and Deir Abu Said in 
1992. 


Aqaba tourist season begins with 
first plan^oad from Scandinavia 


AQABA (J.T.) — Tbe winter 
tourist season has started in 
Aqaba with the arrival at the 
winter resort Sunday of 100 
Finnish and other Scancfina- 
vian tourists on board a Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) aircraft. 

The group, who arrived in 
Aqaba on a direct flight from 
Helsinki to a weektong stay to 
visft tourist and . archaeological 
sites in Jordan, is the first such 
group to arrive in the . country 
after the Gulf war. 

George Bawab, the (Erector of 
t he Ne ar East Tourist Agency 
(NET) — which org anise d the 
trip — said tourist groups will 
be arriving in Aqaba from Hel- 
sinki twice a week starting next 
month. 


He attributed the revival of 
the Scandinavian tourist group 
p ro gramm e to a visit to Em- 
end but -Jane by Her Majesty 
Qnfcen Noor and the ongoing 
efforts exerted by the Tourism 
Ministry in cooperation with 
private sector offices in Jor- 
dan. 

. Earlier tins month. Minister 
of Tourism Abdul Karim AI 
Kabariti revealed at a meeting 
wftfa tourist offices that his 
m i m st r y was launching a wide 
scale campaign to promote Jor- 
dan and is enlisting the assist-' 
ance off local and foreign tour 
operators to ensure its success. 

The campaign w31 be mainly' 
directed in Enrope with par- 


ticular attention to the Scan- 
dinavian countries, Germany, 
Italy and Spun, according to 
ministry 

Ministry Secretary General 
Naan AtaOab said that the 
Scandinavian tourists have 
been coming in groups to 
Aqaba to the past five years 
and the coming winter-jeasou 
wfll witness a resurgence of 
tourist activities with visitors 
coming from various areas. 

During the Gulf crisis, he 
said, tourism to Aqaba was 
reduced to zero but it is hoped 
that the resurgence of tourist 
activity wfll be resumed soon. 

Upon their arrival, the tour- 
ists were welcomed by Ministry 
of T ou ris m officials in Aqaba. 


tiie issue. 

The veteran Australian 
politician said his country was 
highly appreciative of “the 
constructive and positive role 
played by Jordan in Middle 
Eastern politics.” He express- 
ed hope that the ongoing Mid- 
dle East peace process would 
bear fruition so that the coun- 
tries in the region can five in 
peace and stability and give 
more attention to economic 
development and progress. 

His Majesty Krug Hussein 
met with Mr. Fraser last week 
as tbe Australian labour leader 
was on his way to Iraq to 
review CARE programmes 
there. 

Representatives of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and several mmiww 
also held talks with Mr. Fraser 
last week. 

CARE International was set 
up originally after World War 
g as an American organisation 
— Cooperative for American 
Relief Everywhere — before 
liawwing a worid institution 
offering relief assistance to 
needy developing countries. 


Minister asks 
UNCHS to 
help address 
Jordan’s 
housing 
problems 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mini s ter 
of Public Works and Housing 
Saad Hayel AI Stout Sunday 
called on the United Nations to 
contribute towards solving Jor- 
dan’s housing problem result- 
ing from the influx of 
thousands of returnees. 

In a letter addressed to the 
executive director of the Un- 
ited Nations Centre to Human 
Settlements (UNCHS), Mr. 
Srour said that tbe negative 
impact of the influx of retur- 
nees into Jordan are posing a 
ge nuin e problem to the coun- 
try and is placing press ur e s on 
the sendees needed to cater to 
the large number of returnees, 
including water, t ran s p ort a tion 
and energy. 

He said that preliminary 
estimates of capital invest- 
ments in the housing sector, 
mdudmg costs of providing 
health services, transport, wa- 
ter and sanitation, amount to 
S3.7 billion in addition to some 
$4.5 billion needed tomaintam 
the same standard of services 
for the next five years. 

The minister’s letter-said 
that preliimiiaxy statistics show 
a 10 per cent increase in Jor- 
dan’s population as a result of 
the Gulf crisis, in addition to a 
3.5 per cent natural increase 
resulting from population 
growth. 

The mini ster requested that 
his letter be circuited to m em- 
ber states of tire UNCHS. 




'A' KiMhitiwti of water caiowr painting! by Charles Foster-Hal at 
the BriO* CeuadL 

* RiMM tin w ef rriuH a nj by Jordanian artist ManraAl ’Alan at 
the Royal Crihrti Centre. * 

* Art txhftfthwi by Iraqi artiste Tftiwbi Jmfl 

(copper engraveaent) and Sahib AI YmM (ceramics) at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Plastic art c i MM M mi by J —Be h Abed APafl at Yaramuk* 
Uatontty. 

nun 

At Reach fihn sniffled “Le Mag n M qa e” at the Fre nch C dlm l 
Centre — 8 pun. 



Because of a reporting error, a 
Jordan Tones article on Sunday 
a bontloca l Aiab- Amenca n Anti- 
nif|jn pwatiftB activities incor- 
rectly stated that the chfldrea’s 
match would take place on CM. 
13. The actual day offfie march is 


Oct- 1L Also, the pamtmg ex- 
hibition is not being done -in 
coordination with the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency. 
(UNRWA) as was reported. The 
Jordan Times regrets the emus. 


CORRECTION 

The Jordan Times Sunday pubBshed an advertisement for the 
Potash Production Expansion Project, No. 30-4857 (APC-25-90), 
giving inaccurate fox numbers for the project’s ate and the 
Amman H.Q. 

The correct In numbers are: 962-3-377125 - 962-8-674416. 

The Jordan Times regrets the error. 


Germany donates vehicles to help 
Kingdom fight illicit trafficking 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) Sun- 
day took delivery of three vehi- 
cles that came as a gift from 
Germany to help Jordanian 
police deal with co n trab an d acti- 
vities and forgeries. 

A statement from tbe PSD said 
that Department Director Fadel 
Ali received from German 
ambassador to Jordan Heinrich 
Reiners the three vehicles, which 
are specialty equipped to help 
police combat drug trafficking 
and counterfeit activities. 

The statement said that the 
German gift was made in support 
of PSD’s continued endeavours 
to fight all forms of smuggling at 
the regional mtenwrinnal 
levels. 

Maj. Gen. Ali expressed tbe 
Jordanian government’s deep 
appreciation to Germany for tins 
valuable gift. He said that coop- ' 
eration between the two sides in 
tins regard reflects tbe strong 
friendly ties between the German 
and Jordanian people. 

Germany in 1988 supplied the 
PSD with specialty eq uip ped hefi- 
copters to help it control drug 
tr affi c kin g in the desert regions 
and tbe border areas. 

Coinciding with the announce- 
ment, the Customs Dep artm ent 
announced that its officers seized 
two kilogrammes of opium and 




Public Security Department Director Fadd AH 
mette with Heinr ich Reiners , German ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. The German government donated 


three rehkks to the PSD to help ft fight traffick- 
ing in the country (Petra photo). 


half a milli on captagon pills along 
with other illicit materials. A 
d epartment spokesman was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, as saying that in 
tbe last two months customs offic- 
en at Ramtha border post near 


tbe Syrian-Jordaman border have 
seized the illicit merchandise hid- 
den in secret compartments of 
cars entering Jordan. 

He said that the following were 
seized in a number of cases: 
15,400 drug pills, two kilos of 


opium, 200 grammes of herein, 
110 grammes of hashish, 87 gold 
chains weighing 435 grammes, 
‘910 .grammes; of gold' dust, 1,388 
grammes of gold, 705 wrist 
watches and half a milKo n capta- 
gon pills. 


Journalism symposium discusses manipulation 
of press during war and in occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An interna- 
tional seminar on news coverage in 
war time being held at Amman 
Plaza Hotel discussed Sunday two 
working papers entitled “Lies in 
the Desert” and “Palestinian 
Journalists Under Occupation.” 

Tbe first paper, submitted by 
two American pa rtic ipan ts, shed 
fight on the manipulation of news 
and facts during the Gulf war and 
the Panama invasion on tbe part 

of the U.S. official i nfo r mation 

services. The American adminis- 
tration had concluded agree- 
ments with tbe major television 
networks in the United States in 
advance of the war on the way 
news should be covered in a 
manner that would suit the U.S. 
objectives, the paper said. 

Despite tbe agre em e n t, the 


paper said each news report had 
to be censored by the military, 
which never allowed journalists 
to conduct individual investiga- 
tions or reporting and insisted 
that journalists be moved in 
groups and be given specific in- 
formation approved by the allied 
forces command. 

The jonrnalists sometimes 
complained about tire way they 
were treated and the information 
gjven them but to do avail, the 
paper noted. 

The paper focused attention on 
tbe fact that the attarking forces 
and the air raids in the Gulf war 
were directed at rivflian positions 
in Iraq as the documents and the 
facts revealed after tbe war, but 
nothing of this kind was reported 
by- the. press and television net- 


works during tbe war itself. 

Disclosures after the war 
showed that 70 per cent of the 
bombs (hopped on Iraq had mis- 
sed their military targets, tbe 
paper added. 

The other paper on tbe jour- 
nalists work in the occupied Arab 
territories referred to the repres- 
sive measures and harassment! to 
which foe Palestinians as id as 
foreign journafists were subjected 
not only during the war but also 
dnrug the intifada and through- 
out the occupation, which started 
in 1967. 

The paper, prepared by the 
League of Arab Journalists in the 
Occupied Palestinian Land, said 
that strict militar y censorship 
continues in news coverage and 
foreign journalists are allowed to 


report very tittle about tbe facts. 

The Palestinian newspapers 
have to submit all their features 
or news coverage or other reports 
fo tbe mflhaxy censor in order to 
get approval before anything can 
be published, the paper said. The 
military authorities normally im- 
pose heavy penalties cm journal- 
ists, newspapers and magsoanes if 
they publish any thing considered 
unacceptable. 

It said the Israelis ban tbe 
publication of Palestinian culture 
or other materials tint can en- 
hance the Palestinian people’s 
stea dfastness or advocate human 
rights manses. Most Palestinian 
journalists are exposed to inter- 
rogation and arrest when their 
reports are not in favour of tire 
Israeli government’s views. 
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The people’s choice 


THE TALK about an imminent cabinet reshuffle has picked 
up momentum as the date for convening a peace con f erence 
on the Arab-Israeti conflict fast approaches. The Palestine 
■ National Council’s (PNC) affirmative response to the 
impending peace talks has also accelerated the peace process 
and made inevitable that aD the parties to the prospective 
negotiations get into the right gear for the historic change. 
After a long and sometimes acrimonious debate, the 
Palestinian bouse is back in order now and should be ready 
and able to participate effectively in the U.S. -led efforts for 
peace. It is only natural therefore that Jordan also undergo 
some change, like a reshuffle in the cabinet, in order to give 
the government of Prime Minister Taber Masri a clearer 
perception and a stranger mandate on bow to proceed when 
the time comes for negotiating peace on behalf of the 
country. AD the current cabinet ministers whether from the 
Arab nationalist groups or the Arab National Democratic 
Alliance or others who fed tint the proposed peace' parley 
runs counter to their beheft or interests have every right to 
express their views and to do what their conscience 
to them. No one expected tint oar country will be totally 
monolithic on such a momentous occasion as indeed none of 
the other parties to the Arab-Israeh conflict is folly behind 
the decision to give peace in the region a chance. But as some 
of us in this part of the world have democratic rights so must* 
a national verdict on fundamental policy issues be taken by 
democratic means. 

The greater majority of Jordanians, especially the sBent 
ones, are openly in favour of waging peace under unique 
circumstances that promise an active American involvement 
in the quest for a durable and just peace and stability in the 
Middle East. Never had the Palestinian conflict or the 
broader Arab-Isradi conflict enjoyed such an American 
official support to the peace initiative as is the case now. 

Granted that the ultimate |«rpn«es and mtentw nf Pr emhuif 
George Bush and his administration can never be complete- 
ly assessed with precision at this point iu time. Nevertheless 
the parties to the projected peace negotiations have enough 
positive signals to go on given the unprecedented bold and 
courageous posture of the American president on the issue 
of regional peace. 

Jordan needs and is entitled to have a strong and untied 
government that has the strength of Ms convictions. In many 
ways, such a cabinet would be a government of extraordin- 
ary times bordering cm a national salvation government. 

In the final analyas any peace treaty that may emerge 
from the anticipa t ed peace negotiations between Jordan and 
Israel should be submitted to the two booses of Parliament 
for scrutiny and approval or rejection as the represe n tatives 
of the people would deem proper. Bat as the negotiating 
process is expected to be a long and drawn out exercise, the 
people of Jordan would have by the end of such negotiations 
another occasion to elect their new representatives to the 
new parliament on the basis of the ensuing national debate 
over the issue of peace in the area and others. The people of 
Jordan deserve a chance to make their voice beard on this 
matter when the time arrives. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily discussed Israel’s reaction to the Palestine 
National CounaTs approval of the U.S.-sponsored peace process 
and said that the Israeli government’s cool response came as no 
surprise to any one. The Israelis have been hoping that the 
Palestinians will not accept the U.S. plan and have been declaring 
publicly that no PLO representatives would be allowed to 
participate in the peace process, the paper noted. But, it said, toe 
Palestinian response disappointed toe Israelis who had hoped that 
a “no” answer would save them the trouble of having to negotiate 
with the Arabs over the occupied territories and the question of 
permanent peace. The Israelis have also been launching prop- 
aganda campaigns against Jordanian-Palesdnian joint action, 
trying to draw a wedge between the two sides in the hope that toe 
Palestinians would eventually reject Jordan’s efforts for a joint 
umbrella for the peace negotiations, toe paper noted. It said that 
again the Israelis are disappointed since nothing of this kind is 
going to happen simply because Jordan has repeatedly announced 
that the Palestinians would have to deal with their own issues with 
the Israelis once the conference got under way. Jordan, said the 
paper, will continue to offer support for the Palestinian people, to 
help them regain their rights, and will continue to play a very 
positive role to help the establishment of peace. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily criticised the Telecommunications 
Corporation's public telephone services and said that the number 
121, which is supposed to answer calls by members /rf toe public 
seeking a telephone number, never satisfies the callers. People 
turn to number 121 at the central telephone exchange installed by 
toe corporation in order to find out telephone numbers of people 
and organisations which are not listed in toe 1987 telephone 
directory, said Nazto. The writer said that since 1987 many 
changes were introduced to telephone lines and new telephones 
were installed and therefore it is impossible to find telephone 
numbers in the 1987 telephone books. He said that 121 is 
supposed to offer the service to the public efficiently and 
promptly; otherwise new phone books should be issued with aD 
toe numbers. The writer said that toe Telecommunications 
Corporation which is usually quick to disconnect telephone lines 
when subscribers delay payment of their bills, also has a duty to 
maintain its services to the subscribers and the public in general. 
He suggested that the corporation increase toe number of 
employees because obviously those in charge of toe service are 
insufficient; else it must cancel this service to the public altogether 
after openly declaring its failure to cope with this task. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By. Waked Safi 


Palestinians gamble on peace 


THE middle course adopted by toe Palestine National Council 
(PNC) at its milestone Algiers conference shows beyond a shadow 
of doubt that the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) has 
come of age at last. As the rid saying goes, once bitten, twice shy, 
toe Palestinians have been repeatedly bitten in the past, notably 
on the occasion of the United Nations partition plan for Palestine. 
Now they decided to be shy and stay aloof .from abstract 
objectives that brought them one disaster after the other. By 
“conditionally” accepting to take part in toe impending peace 
conference on toe Middle East, the PLO has in effect signalled 
their asset to play ball under the prevailing imperfect conditions. 
This Palestinian position is no different from toe positions of the 
other parties to the Arab-braeli conflicts, especially Israel, which 
is stiD insisting on receiving a memorandum of understanding 
before responding to the expected invitation to attend the peace 
talks. In fact, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir is counting 
on a “letter of assurance” from Washington before he would 
bother to nod approvingly to toe conference idea. If this is nK a 
conditional acceptance, one does not know what is. 

This new Palestinian perception about the peace prospects has 
obviously emerg e d not only from a sophisticated realisation and 
appreciation of the new regional and international developments 
but also from their bitter experience about lost opportunities. The 
Palestinian counterview, opposing toe “moderate” concessions in 


favour of the peace process, appears to be espoused by political 
dinosaurs that belong to a bygone era. By dinging to the notion 
that militar y struggle against Israel is stiD a viable option; the 
so-called extronist fences within the Palestinian ranks exemplify a 
fossilised perception that could not withstand the test of tone in 
the past and is less likely to do so in the future, given the rise of a 
new ttriy^p fl rin nal order from the ashes of the old international 
political structure. 

What re mains to be seen is whether and how Tel Aviv would 
respond to tins new Palestinian thinking and perspective. The 
odds are that Israel would not react in-kmd.to the new Palestinian 
orientation mid roost probably would do everything under the sun 
to sabotage or derail it The Zionist strategy had^lways counted 
on a set of factors among which is a continued. Palestinian 
rejection of taking Israel to task and putting its true intentions to 
test ’under interakional scrutiny and surveillance. ’\ 


achievement of durable and just peace all along. j 

How toe PLO can cash in-on such a political triumph is- 
something else. Washington. aod the rest of the major c apitab 
may still not be able to deliver on their repeatedpiedge to attain 
honourable peace terms for the Palestinians if they otily join toe 
peace process. Israel’s hold on the dedsaotHhakiiig process in 
most of toe countries that help shape toe course of toe so- called 
new order is so strong that they might not b e able to libera te 
themselves enough to come to the Palestini an rescu e in spite of 
heavy Palestinian investment in the peace process. 

Still m toe long term the Palestinians would come out ahead by 
first showing their own people and the peoples of the other Arab 
countries that they have acted in good faith and have left no stone 
untuned in order to gain permanent peace with ju stice. Winning 
the public opinion battle would revitalise the Palestinians with 
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The other Arab peoples’ sympathy and solidarity would also grow 
stronger and more effective than ever in toe wake of the Med 
Palestinian efforts to sue for peace for themselves and the other 


This time around, the FLO has demonstrated quite clearly that 

it has learnt from past errors of judgment and has decided to calK * - — ■ ~ ~ — «-— — --- — 

Israel’s bluff once and for all. Maybe toe Palestinians would not \ peoples of toe region. Internationally, the peoples aim govern-, 
emerge victorious from the peace conference and perhaps they \ ments of the world would likewise rise to the new 
would not attain their m inim um national aspirations, but they 'brought about by the Israeli stubborn nes s and defian^m aU 
would at least expose Israel to toe rnwrimiini and lay to rest aD reasonable peace overtures from the Palestinian and otter Arab 
false protestations that it was the Palestinians who prevented the sides. 


Poll: Most Soviets 
want Jews out 


MOSCOW — More than half the 
Soviet people want all Jews to 
leave the country, according to a 
poll released this week at the first 
international conference on anti- 
Semitism ever held in the Soviet 
Union. 

More than ten per cent of those 
polled said all Jews should be 
moved to the Far East, and more 
than half believe the fight against 
Zionism should be strengthened. 

The two-day conference was 
organised as a parallel acitvity of 
the month-long meeting of the 
38-nation Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, 
which monitors compliance with 
the Helsinki accords on human 
rights. 

The poll backs up a conclusion 
of more than a dozen speakers at 
the conference — anti-Semitism 
is becoming rampant as the coun- 
try moves from communism to 
democracy. 

“It’s not the totalitarian anti- 
Semitism which we’re used to and 
which was hypocritical. Now, it is 
open anti-Semitism,” said Dr. 
Michael Chlenov, co-president of 
toe Va’ad, the confederation of 
Soviet Jewish organisations and 
communities which sponsored the 
conference. 

“Like Nazism, this open anti- 
Semitism is spreading around toe 
Russian Federation in large 
cities, though^ in other republics 
we see the totalitarian anti-Semit- 
ism which we know very well,” he 
said. 

Vladimir Shapiro, a professor 
at the Institute of Sociology in 
Moscow and head of the Jewish 
Scientific Centre which con- 
ducted the poll, said the results 
indicate that anti-Semitism has 
reached "a very alarming” level. 

He said 4,200 people were sur- 
veyed in 10 Soviet cities last 
October. It included about 25 
Jews. 

Mark Krasnoselsky, who coor- 
dinates the monitoring of anti- 
Semitism in the Soviet media, 
said attacks have increased, with 
between 50 and 70 publications in 
Moscow alone preaching hatred 


of Jews. 

A neo-Nazi movement “which 
wants to drive out aD the Jews” is 
emerging in toe Soviet Union. 
Unlike other European states, 
there are no laws banning such 
organisations, h, ^aid. 

“AH this has bre tot about a 
situation which endangers the life 
of Jews.” Mr. Krasnoselsky said. 
“Many have been forced to leave 
by this hatred.” 

Mr. Shapiro said two smaller 
polls show a Jewish community 
fearing a new wave of pogroms. 

Some 39 per cent of the Jewish 
leaders polled in January thought 
pogroms were possible in toe 
near future, compared with 48 
per cent in December 1989. And 
31 per cent of Moscow Jews 
polled in June and July foresaw 
the possibility of a pogrom by the 
year's end. 


“The extreme Rus- 
sian right blames 
the Jews for bring- 
ipg about com- 
munism, and the 
old communist left 
blames the Jews 
for bringing about 
the downfall of 


communism. 


»» 


. In the poll of 4,200 mainly 
non-Jews, only 14 per cent ex- 
pected pogroms. f 

“We are seeing reminders of 
what happened in fascist Ger- 
many,” said Yuri Sokol, speaking 
on behalf of Soviet Jewish veterans 
and victims of ghettos and con- 
centration camps. “The next step 
is pogroms.” 

He said Jews are being blamed 
for everything, including the 
country’s serious economic prob- 
lems and widespread food shor- 
tages. 

Irwin Cotier, a Canadian Jew- 


ish leader and law professor at 
McGill University, added: “The 
extreme Russian right blames the 
Jews for bringing about commun- 
ism, and toe old communist left 
blames the Jews for bringing ab- 
out the downfall of communism.” 

Many non-Jews believe the de- 
parture of the Jews will give.' 
them a better life, Mr. Shapiro 
said. 

Even though thousands of 
Soviet Jews are emigrating, fight- 
ing anti-Semitism is important for 
' the thousands remaining be- 
hind in the big cities and the 
Muslim-dominated Central Asian 
republics, which are quickly be- 
coming independent, said Soviet 
attorney David Akselbant. 

Mark Batunsky, a Soviet Isla- 
mic expert, said toe Central 
Asian republics will soon chose 
between Turidsh-style democra- 
tic government and Iranian-style 
fundamentalism, and he urged 
Western nations to take an active 
interest in the outcome. 

Arab countries are attempting 
“to become their patrons,” and 
this could worsen toe already 
difficult position of Jews living In 
those republics, he said. 

Officials in toe predominantly 
Muslim republic of Azerbaijan 
have denied accusations that they 
recently reinstated restrictions on 
Jews seeking to emigrate. “We 
do not intend to hinder them or 
other nationalities from going 
abroad,” Azerbaijani spokesman 
Manaf Agayev told the TASS 
news agency. 

Some 200 academics, scholars 
and leaders of Jewish organisa- 
tions from all over the world are 
attending the conference, toe first 
of its kind In the Soviet Union. 
Debora Upstadt, an author and 
professor of Jewish history at 
Occidental College in California, 
called h historic. 

“For Israelis to participate 
shows how far we have come in 
the last three or four years,” 
added Myrna Shinbaum, director 
of Soviet and East European 
affairs for the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai Britfo(AP) 


Allied warplanes, troops 
would face problems in Iraq 


By Charles AMinger 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — U.S. and 
allied forces would face tactical 
and political problems in carrying 
out any order to protect U.N. 
arms inspectors in Iraq — and 
Baghdad knows it, according to 
military analysts. 

Experts interviewed on 
Wednesday also said they 
doubted President George Bush 
and Westem-Arab alliance lead- 
ers would quickly resort to any-, 
thing as drastic as pre-emptive air 
or cruise missile strikes at Iraqi 
arms or communications targets 
to back up demands for unres- 
tricted U.N. weapons' inspec- 
tions. 


Former U.S. Assistant De- 
fence Secretary Lawrence Korb 
said cniise missiles or bombing 
strikes by U.S. Stealth fighters, 
British Jaguars and French Mir- 
age jets could destroy virtually all 
of Iraq's remaining nuclear capa- 
bility and wipe out its military 
command and control centres. 

“But that’s a very thorny poli- 
tical step early on. And intrusive 
ground inspections are a must 
sooner or later anyway,” said Mr. 
Korb, now with toe Brookings 
Institution. 


“Orders to aircraft and troops 
sent to protect inspectors and to 
enforce access to nuclear and 
chemical plans will be couched m 
‘ifs, ands, or buts’,” said James 
Blackwell of the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 

“I wouldn’t want to be a Penta- 
gon planner right now. What do 
you do to help inspectors?” Mr. 
Blackwell asked. “Do you tell an 
army sergeant to shoot an Iraqi 
soldier standing in the door bar- 
ring access to midear secrets?” 


The problem for toe West, 
according to former U-S. De- 
fence Secretary Harold Brown 
and others, is that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein is aware of the 
political difficulty in ordering air 
strikes against his war-damaged 
country and the tactical problems 
in putting a protective helicopter 
and jet fighter umbrella over 
U.N. inspectors. 

Escorting the U.N. inspectors 
appears to be a more appealing 
initial step than air strikes, said 
Mr. Brown, now a senior official 
at the Johns Hopkins Foreign 
Policy Institute. 

Experts agreed none of the 
alternatives was inviting despite a 
warning on Wednesday by 
General Colin Powell, chairman 


of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
that Washington had a “rather 
significant air capability” near 
Iraq left over from the six-week 
war to oust Iraqi occupiers from 
Kuwait. 

Marvin Feuerwerger of the 
Washington-based Institute for 
Mideast Poticy said it would be 
difficult to order helicopter 
gunships or jets to strafe merely 
“because an undisciplined Iraqi 
fires his rifle near a U.N. inspec- 
tion team.” 

“I think this slow escalation of 
threats by the West probably 
gains something in the cat-and- 
mouse game with Iraq,” Mr. 
Feuerwerger said. 

“But unless Iraq allows intru- 
sive ground inspections and un- 
less there’s a change in toe lead- 
ership or the thrust in Baghdad, it 
looks like people coukl be killed 
before long.” 

One U.S. defence official con- 
ceded privately that the Pentagon 
was reluctant to become a “police 
force” for U.N. inspectors in 
Iraq. 

“The problem is that you will 
have people on the ground and m 
the air faced with situations and 
quick decisions that can't be anti- 
cipated up front, especially if the 
Iraqis keep dragging their heels,” 
the official said. 


Baltic independence revives 


ish- Lithuanian tension 


By AMster Doyle 

Renter 


SALQNINKAI — Centuries-old 
tensions between Lithuanians 
and Poles, hidden during five 
decades of Soviet role, have stir- 
red again since the Baltic republic 
won back its independence this 
month. 

People in Polish-dominated 
towns like Sakaninkai, where a 
two-metre Ugh statue of Lenin 
still stands on the mam street, 
fear loss of Moscow’s protection 
could make them second-class 
citizens in the new nation. 

■ Polish President Lech Walesa 
wrote to Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Landsbergis this month 
expressing concern about the 
treatment of Pedes. Mr. Land- 
sbergis this week accused Polish 
media of mounting “a strange 
propaganda campaign” against 
Lithuania. 


“We're afraid for the future,” 
said Jan Szamel, a 35-year-old 
Polish resident of Sakaninkai. a 
town of 5,000 which was part of 
Poland between the two world 
ware but was swallowed by the 
SbvteuUmon in 1540. . 

“During the independence 
campaign, we beard slogans like 
'Lithuania for the Lithuanians,’ 
so we understood we are not 
needed here,” be said. 


The Lithuanian government 
has disbanded the Polish- 
dominated councib in Sakaninkai 
and the district around die capital 
Vilnius, accusing them erf 'mik- 
ing with hardline communists in 
Moscow. 

It also dissolved a Russian coun- 
cil on similar charges of pubfidy 
supporting last month’s coup 
attempt agaipst Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“This isn’t a conflict between 
Lithuanians and Poles. This is 
between Lithuanians and com- 


munists," said parliamentary 
spokesman Audrius Azabafis. 

“It’s unfortunate that a lot of 
communists are Poles, Russians 
and other nationalities.” 

With Baltic neighbours Latvia 
and Estonia, Lithuania won inde- 
pendence tins month from Mos- 
cow, 51 yean after the three were 
incorporated into the Soviet Un- 
ion by Stalin. 

Poles make up seven per cent 
of Lithuania’s 3.7 mDikni popula- 
tion and Russians nine per cent. 
But more than 80 per cent of 
Sakminkai’s readmits are Poles. 

The government has removed 
the Polish and Russian council 
leaders and imposed Lithuanian 
adnrimstnitDis for up to a year. In 
that time, new elections are due 
to be held but no date has been 
fixed. 

“When the elections are held, 
maybe theyT reelect all these 
former communists. Okay, that’s 
fine, but they’ll have to- respect 
our laws,” Mr. Azubafis said. 
Lithuania, like several other 
Soviet republics, has banned the 
Communist Party. 

“We want to have Polish lead- 
en, hot Lithuanian ones, Lithua- 
nians- are the leaden everywhere 
now,” said Tadeusz Stamul, 27, a 
Polish resident. 

Many in the newly independent 
Baltic states resent Russians as 
colonists who came after 1940. 

TJrimania and Poland have a 
long history of conflict, although 
toe two were united as a single 
kingdom for hundreds of years 
from 1387. At that time they 
formed die biggest country in 
Europe. 

The two countries fought a 
brief war in 1920 over their rival 
claims to the city of Vilnius. 

Foreign nations, including the 
United States, have called on the 
Baltic nations to respect human 
rights of minorities as they move 
towards democracy and market 


economics . 

Lithuania, where 80 per cent of 
residents are ethnic Lithuanians, 
has granted citizenship to every- 
one living in the republic in 
November 1969. 

Latvia and Estonia, with larger 
proportions of immigrants, face a 
tougher debate on citizenship. 

“I feel I am Polish,” said 
Franck Gramackij, born in Saka- 
ninkai in 1930. Since then, the 
town has been under Polish, Ger- 
man, Soviet and now Lithuanian 
rule. 


“No one knows if things wQl be 
better than under Soviet rale. 
Not much has changed yet.” 

Other Poles expressed fears 
they might lose jobs or that' 
Polish-language schools, opened 
only a few years ago, would be 
shut down. 

The Polish flag, which used to 
fly over toe communist-ruled 
council building, has been re- 
placed by Lithuania’s red, yellow 
and green flag. 

Eugenijus Petrovas, head of 
the Lithuanian parliament’s .in- 
vestigation into the councils, said 
two Lithuanian local authorities 
were ,a|so dissolved earlier this 
year ftit Ignoring Lithuania’s dec- 
laration of independence. 


After Utfauante declared inde- 
pendence, he said, the Polish 
councils continued to operate 
under Soviet law, took part in a 
Soviet referendum banned by 
Lithuania and backed the August 
coup attempt. 

Despite political problems, 
many residents of Sakaninkai, 
Lithuania’s poorest region, ex- 
pressed greater concern about 
shortages. 

“We went to the shop to buy 
bread, bnt there was none,” said 
Janina Staliuniene, 57, a Lithua- 
nian woman married to a Pole. 
“Socialism didn't work so We’D 
try capitalism instead.” 


Mongolian Muslims 
dream of independence 


By James Kynge 

Reuter 


OLGIY — Drawn by a dream of 
nationhood for the Soviet Repub- 
lic of Kazakhstan, thousands of 
.Kazakhs in neighbouring Mongo- 
lia are packing up their nomadic 
tents and emigrating to the 
fatherland. 

Mongolia's government is 
doing nothing to stop the 
Kazakhs, the country's biggest 
but little-loved ethnic minority, 
from leaving. 

On the contrary, it is .handing 
out 1,000 tugrik ($25) to every 
emigre as goodwill for the jour- 
ney across the mountains of Cen- 
tral Asia, a remote land of 
wolves, snow leopards and 
nomads’ tales of the abominable 
snowman. 

“Everyone is leaving,” said 
Murat Uatkhan, a Kazakh 
buisnessman in Olgiy, sleepy 
capital of toe northwestern pro- 
vince of Bayan Olgiy where most 
of Mongolia's 130,000 Kazakhs 
Kve. The province borders toe 
Soviet Union and China. 

Kazakhs speak a Turkic lan- 
guage unrelated to Mongolian. 
They look more Turkic than 
Asian and adhere to Islam, a faith 
frowned upon by the predomi- 
nantly Buddhist Mongolians. 

“When you meet people on toe 
street 'these days, they don’t ask 
‘how are you,’ but ‘when are-yon 
going,’” Mr. Uatkhan said. “We 
are Kazakhs, we must go.” 

Local officials said toe migra- 
tion started slowly earlier this 


year after Kazakhstan’s President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev 
announced that homecoming 
foreign Kazakhs would be 
granted residence. 

They said the exodus had 
surged since the failed coup in the 
Soviet Union enhanced Kazakh 
dreams of an independent state 
bigger than Western Europe and 
armed with nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Uatkhan, who is also a 
’member of Kazakhstan’s demo- 
cratic movement Azat, said the 
emigration would help boost the 
numbers of Kazakhs in Kazakh- 
stan to a majority over Russians 
and other ethnic groups. 


"There will be an election on 
the issue of independence and if 
Kazakhs are a majority, we will 
win It,” be said. 

Figures on how many have left 
Mongolia differ widely. The offi- 
cial Mongolian news agency 
Montsame has said some 2,000 
families have already left bnt 
unofficial estimates in Olgiy 
ranged 'as high as 30,000 emig- 
rants as of mid-September. 


here and many Kazakhs feel 
there is no future,” Mr. Jalmyhaa 
said. 

Crisis had descended on Mon- 
golia this year as the Soviet 
Union, which had bolstered it as 
one of its isateDites for the last 70 
years, slashed vital supplies of oil, 
spare parts and loans. 

Olgiy appeared badly hit. Cows 
drifted along the main street, the 
city’s hotel had run out of bread, 
and the “central shop" displayed 
almost nothing but fishing tackle, 
Chinese incense and biscuits. 

Even a market for priyate en- 
trepreneurs was quiet, except for 
a hunter trying to sell a snow 
.leopard's pelt to foreigners for 
S500 — . more than the average 
Mongolian earns in a year. 


Shalyn Jalmyhaa, a Kazakh 
official in the state-run Mongo- 
lian writers' association, said in a 
recent interview he thought most 
Mongolian Kazakhs would leave 
in the next few years. 

While nationalstic emotions 
were seducing Kazakhs away 
from Mongolia; a deepening eco-. 
nomic crisis here was also belong 
to drive them out, he said. - 
“There is bad unemployment 
in Bayan Olgiy. It is a poor life 


Perhaps the only centre of pur- 
poseful activity was near the main 
square where qncues. ' of haul- 
age trucks destined for Kazakh- 
stan were being loaded with per- 
sonal belongings, including fur- 
lined coats, furniture and 
nomad’s tents called yurts. 

Some people around the 
square said they would travel by 

track the more than 1,000 

kflometres to Kazakhstan. Others 
said they would go by plane via 
Mongolia’s capital Ulan Bator. 

Mr. Uatkhan said Mongolian 
Kazakhs, particularly nomadic 
“erdsmen, would be especially 
welcome in Kazakhstan because 
they are considered culturally 
puror than Soviet Kazakhs or 
those living in the far western 
Chinese region of Xinjiang. 
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\NC contributed positively' 


Morocco harnesses the rains 


(C nrfadl ftwi page 1 ) 

KHmce the foB composition of 
Palestinian delegation. But it 
grated that (be FLO has a 
v. . Jt to choose Palestinian repvo* 
itatm to the talks. 

- "*• y /ordan has said Itwas wflfingto 
: .... St . -Nsm the joint delegation, if the 

accepted. But it has stres- 

^ ■" "t; . r Ttetialf of Palestinians. 

' ' ^ J-S- Secretary of Sate James 

, f ' /“■-T : ter welcomed the Palestinian 

- I. " ■' ■'liantioB but said he was still 

. ' ~ t ready to issue aviations to 

“ ‘r meeting. 

•- ■* V \v ‘We still have some thin gs that 
shrink have to be done in order 
- i-i-.r'. be assured that all of the 
*\ rt “ aB “** really ready to come 

• - . C table ” be told reporters 

*_i- 7 tsrday. 

: ‘^"Any time we see support for 
. .1 ' > : prospect of trying to create a 
1 -r ace process m the Middle East, 

. >7 ’re very glad to see that,” said 

v . -.."Baker, in New York for a 
--- ies of meetings around the 
"nges of the U.N. General 

- setnbly. 

'^*n s Hc. said Palestinians, particu- 
t If diose hving hi the Israeli- 

1 7 |v t allied territories, had the most 

* 1 V rC gan from a viable peace pro- 

v d s and the most to lose if there 
m is hot one. 

Mr. Baker, who has seen key 
3l(Jfl ndk Eastern officials in New 
** n* this week, may return to the 
jjon soon. 

State Department officials said 
r '~- ire- were no plans yet to meet 
. ^ ‘ lestinian ieadm m Washington 


next week, though such a meeting 

could not be rated oul . 

The Heant news service, in a 
report Saturday by foreign editor 
John Waflacfa, sqd Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Gorbachev have tentative 
plads to hunch the Middle East 
peace conference in the Hague in 
late October or early November. 

Mir. Wallach said his source 
was a senior adm ini s tra tion offi- 
' oal who asked not to be identi- 
fied. He quoted the official as 
saying no invitations to the meet- 
ing will be issued until Mr. Baker 
and Soviet Ftorwgia M i nM fte r Boris 
Pankin visit the Middle East m 
coining weeks. 

White House officials travell- 
ing with Mr. Bush on a weekend j 
trip to Sea Island, Georgia, said 
they bad no information about 
the report Brit they said Mr. 
Bush was already scheduled to 
visit the Hague on Nov. 9 after a 
two-day North Atlantic Treaty- 
Organisation meeting in Rome. 

Mr. Baker said Israel and the 
Arabs stiD had not agreed to final 
terms for the; conference. 

. “I am not going to make any 
predictions,” Mr. Baker told re- 
porters. “I think we still have 
things that have to be done in 
ordm to be assured that ail of the 
parties are ready.” 

Mr. Baker said negotiations 
could produce some form of 
“self-rale” and, ultimately, a 
permanent settlement. 

“Yon know,” he said, “we’ve 
breu saying for some time that we 
think that there is an opportunity 
here, an opportunity really for 
an., " 


LN. teams report Iraqi compliance 


, -Tr (Continued from page 1) 

- T iturday evening and Mr. Kay 
.id all those documents had now 
• ^sen flown out of the country. 

- — He said the documents gave 
V jfoablrvflw evidence of Iraq’s 
■ - /oenrement overseas of nndear 

' ateriak and knowledge and ah 
tensive view into “foe »r*n»\ 
* . .sapons development side of the 

- ■- ©gramme.” 

They consisted of 5,000 pages 
. ^records, 19 hoars of videotapes 
■ >.id 3,000 photographs. 

The B a gd a d Observer said in 
: editorial on Sunday that Mr. 
ty bad “a for different goal than 
. tag informed of the techmcaK- 
-•.§ of Iraqi nuclear installa- 

t, n 

: • as. 

It said he was the sole leader erf 


all the weapon inspection t««m« 
’ to have visited Iraq to e n m m it<» r 
difficulties and pointed out ri«t 
he was American. . . 

“Hence one can link his 
strange row over mating an in- 
ventory of the documents be 
wanted to seize to the U.S. anti- 
Iraq policy which centres on in- 
terfering in the internal' affairs 
and andenmmng the 
government,” it added. 

The ruling Baath party news- 
paper AI Thawxa earned a report 
Sunday quoting an nnmmwt di- 
pkmiatic sonree in New York as 
saying one member of the nuclear 
inspection group was a double 
agent for the CIA and Mossad. 

It said the man, which it named 
as Nino David, was an Israeli^ 


IN the countries of the 
Mediterranean's southern belt, 
especially northwest Africa, the 
environment has been severely 
affected by successive droughts at 
the beginning of the 1980s. But 
' die return of the rains does not 
necessarily mean prosperity — on 
the contrary. - 

The soil of these semi-arid, 
often mountainous, regions de- 
. teriorates rapidly under die lash 
. of sporadic and violent rain- 
storms, vegetation becomes 
scarce and agricultural activities 
including stock-breeding, become 
more and more precarious. 

These factors have played an 
important role in the trend to- 
ward the depopulation of areas ' 
which are usually far from urban 
centres and lack means of com- 
municati on and essential services. 

It is against this perilous de- 
cline, the source of serious re-* 
gional disparities, that Morocco 
has decided to act. This country 
has long experience in harnessing - 
hydraulic resources and the' big 
(ferns constructed earlier felly 
proved their usefulness during, 
the 1980-84 drought. From 1984. 
it launched an ambitious prog- 
ramme of medium-sized dam 
construction covering the sub- 
Adas geographical crescent from 
Oudjda in the north to Ouarza- 
zafie- in the south. 

In* building dams of various 
(Nipensions — some meidum- 
rized structures ranging from 30 
to 60 metre high, smaller ones 
from 10 to 30 metres — the 
initiators- of the. programme are 
trying to attain a variety of com- 
bined objectives such as protec- 
tion against floods and a better 
utilisation of surface waters for 
irrigation and other uses. One 
thousand million cubic metres of 
water can thus be salvaged to 
benefit irrigated areas of 15 to 
800 hectares downstream from 
the dams. 

The dams also help to replenish 
the underground water table, to 
increase the longevity of the big 
dams by combatting silting, to 
•produce electricity locally and to 
[help settle the rural population by 
raising its living standards. Mate- 
rials available on the spot or 
nearby are used primarily in their 
construction: dams are made of 
earth, stone or cylindrical con- 
crete. Their construction should 
also help reduce unemployment 
and underemployment by prom- 


oting, as much as posable, the 
employment and vocational train- 
ing of the local population. For 
this reason labour-intensive 
rather than highly mechanised 
. construction methods are chosen. 

“Each structure mobilises on 
average nearly 1,000 persons for 
a period of six months," explains 
Jamal Mahfoud, chief of tire 
Medium -sized Dams Division of 
Hydraulic Administration. 
“Many people who come to the 
construction site without any 
prior qualification finish the work 
having gained good practical ex- 
perience and even some 
elementary theoretical know- 
ledge in trades such as cement 
framing, masonry or machine op- 
eration." 

The daily wage of 40 to 60 
dirhams paid to the workers en- 
ables them to supplement their 
income from agricultural work 
and to buy basic necessities,. 

Since 1989, at the initiative and 
under the responsibility of the 
national promotion services, the 
implementation of a vast com- 
plementary programme has be- 
gun along the same lines. It aims 
to create a large number of lakes 
by building small dams from five 
to 10 metres high. The operation 
is providing work and incomes to 
large numbers of the unem- 
ployed. 

At the request of the Moroccan 
authorities, the International 
Labour Organisation (TLO) re- 
cently collaborated in an evalua- 
tion of the effectiveness of the 
methods and technologies used,, 
in searching ways to improve’ 
workforce management, and in. 
producing a synthesis of the 
Moroccan experience with a view 
to posable applications in other' 
countries. 

Various consultancy missions 
have made a thorough diagnosis' 
of several construction sites and 
.confirm the validity of the 
approach used, both in terms of 
.the quality of construction and 
die level of employment and 
training of the workers. In 24 of 
the 25 construction sites which 
were analysed, expenditure on 
labour was by far the largest item 
in the budget, often reaching and 
sometimes even exceeding 50 per 
cent of tiie total. Labour productiv- 
ity is proving very satisfactory, 
although tiie productivity of the 
supervisory and services person- 
nel could be improved. 


The ILO has also helped to 
' create a computerised tool for the 
management of the construction 
sites. This system makes it possi- 
ble to calculate productivity, to 
determine the required technolo- 
gical standards and to control the 
progress of the work as well as 
the costs. Shortfalls can be de- 
tected and corrected very rapidly. 

In all, 46 medium-sized dams 
had been built by the end of 1990, 
accompanied by numerous works 
upstream and downstream such 
as wells, tree plantations and 
boundaries. 

The Moroccan experience has 
proved positive on all points and 
has inspired similar operations in 
other Arab and African coun- 
tries. A seminar organised in 
Rabat under the aegis of the 
Islamic Development Bank has 
already contributed to the dis- 
semination of Moroccan know-, 
how in this field — ILO Informa- 
tion. 
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Construction work under progres s at the Oudjda Dan hi Morocco (Photo ILO) 
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hamir hints at ‘compromise,’ but no freeze in settlements 


(Conferee*) item page 1) r ^ “We hope we wont be facing 

apy more American pressures. 

Wi “I have many doubts if cant accede 


Q be able to fulfill tins task, 
caste of its recent behaviour 
- rt there is no better candidate.” 
- Mr. Bush and his Secretary of 

• ate James Baker want to capi- 

* bsc on the Gulf war shake-up in 
■■■ye Middle East and waning 

wiet influence to try to end the 
- :t. i-year-dd Arab-I&raeH conflict. 
*- Apparently undaunted by* 
s rad’s powerful U.S. lobby, Mr. 
■* 1 ash has threatened to use 
’ashmgton’s immense financial 
t usdc over the Jewish stale. 

U.S. officials have linked the 
^ anting of $10 billion in loan 
'■* larantees to house an influx of 
met Jews to a freeze on Jewish 
ttiement in occupied land which 

r. Bush sees as a major obstacle 

Ppeace. 

“This link between the ecouo- 
ic and political is u nfortunate,” 
r. Ben- Aharon said. ‘Tt is not 
ttdudvc either to (ILS.-faraeli). 
lations or to the peace process. 


Mr. Bea-Aharon stopped short 
of saying die U.S. had blown its 

role of bom rokcr “because so 

-much depends on the of 

both sides that in spite erf these 
obstacles there is . an inherent 
interest in achieving same results 
for the benefit of both rides and 
that sometimes supersedes even 
bungfing by outside factors.” 

He said fend was still working 
with U.S. official* on the assump- 
tion that it would attend die 
peace conference but be was not 
sure what the talks would 
achieve. 

“I would say that we are not 
very op timi s tic because of the 
trend that has taken place over 
the last few weeks,” he said. 
“Arab expectations have nnfouu - 
nately been fed by ' the outside 
world including the United 


“It affects our attitude-, to the • 
process because if we know that 


we have unfettered (firect hilater- 
al negotiations without precondi- 
tions with the Arab states thi* is 
one thing. 

“But if we see that they are 
fettered, that they are encum- 
bered with various attitudes from 
the United States that are leading 
.the Arab states to higher expecta- 
tions of Israeli concessions and 
that the U.S. role as serving as a* 
neutral catalyst is prejudiced, 
hampered by American deci- 
sions, then of co urse our att i tude 
wiH be influenced accortfingly.” 

Mr. Baker is expected to return 
to the Middle East next month 
for the eighth time since March to 
i«ne to rfie confer- 

ence. The date and venne have 
not been announced. 

Israel has agreed to attend pro- 
vided it has a veto over the 
make-up of the Palestinian de- 
legation in order to exclude mem- 
bers of die Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Asked to comment on a dec- 
laration Satnrday by the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) hacking 


the peace process Mr. Ben- 
Aharon raid: “The PLO in our 
‘eyes is irrelevant.” 

He called leading West Bank 
activists Faisal Al H a w e ini and 
Hanan Ashrawi, who have led fee 
Palestinian team in talks with Mr. 
Baker, “clones” of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat Israel would 
not accept them at the peace 
talks, he said. 

In response to allegations that 
Mr. Husseini and Dr. Ashrawi* 
went to Algiers for talks with FLO 
officials, right-wing legislators 
have called for them to be banned 
from returning here or for their 
imprisonm ent 

But senior government sources 
told Haaretz newspaper that 
police would not go hard on Mr. 
Hussehn and Dr. Ashrawi in 
order to prevent friction with the 
United States. 

Agriculture Minister Rafael 
Extao, of the two-seat Tsocnet 
Party, withdrew his support for 
the peace plan Saturday, accusing 
tiie Americans of favouring -the 
Arab positions. 


Did you know that 1/2 litre of i 
fresh milk gives you 1/3 of the 
body's protein requirments. 

Milk also contains the highest 
calcium content , and gives 
the body the vitamins needed 
A.B1.B2, C and D. 
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Mansell keeps title hopes alive 
with Spanish Grand Prix win 

Barcelona <r) - Briton wet day at the new circuit de Alesi was given a penalty for of France, a three- 


Mansell kept alive his 
“Opteof winning the World Driv- 
5** Championship when be won 
II 3 ?* 5 Spanish Grand Prix and 
< '" ani Pionship leader Ayrton Sen- 
na came home fifth. 

Mansell, in a Williams, finkh wl 
tte 65-lap race 11331 seconds 
of Alain Prost in a Ferrari. 

Mansell's W illiam ^ team mate, 
JJaKan Riccardo Patrese, finished 
ahead of Fren chman Jean 
Aks in the second Ferrari, Sen- 
P*™ a McLaren, and German 
Mrcfe el Schumacher who came 
sixth for Benetton. 

‘ - Mansell’s win cot Senna's lead 
® the Drivers' Championship 
-from 24 points to 16 with two 
■races remaining — in Japan next 
fifonth and Australia on Nov. 3. 

The Briton’s victory was the 
21st of his career and came in his 
163rd Grand Prix. 

It was a win a gainst the odds 
and in extraodinary drcumst- 
anc es on an overcast and often 


wet day at the new circuit de 
Catahmya. 

The race began in wet condi-* 
dons and was incident-packed 
with all the drivers going into the 

pits for new tyres as they switched 

from their wet robber to slicks. 

The Wiffiams team managed to 
avoid repeating their problems of 
the previous week in Estoril when 
Mansell was disqualified after a 
disastrous pit stop and appeared 
to lose his championship hopes. 

Senna took over the lead in the 
11th lap. He was passed by team- 
mate Gerfaand Berger the next 
Tap and tny Mansell the following 
lap as a brief rain fed and wet the 
track again. 

Senna span oat on the 14th lap 
bat recovered in less than five 
seconds to get back in the race, 
d rop ping to seventh. 

He worked his way back up to 
third after Berger went out bat 
was pushed down to fourth and 
fifth when Patrese and Alesi 
eventually passed him. 


McEnroe beats Connors 
in Basle tennis semis 


’ BASLE, Switzerland (R) — An 
eagerly-awaited semifinal be- 
tween American veterans John 
''McEnroe and Jimmy Connors 
1 proved a heavy disappointment at 
, the Swiss Indoor Tennis Tourna- 
ment Saturday. 

Defending champion McEnroe 
ran away with the match, 
-thrashing Connors 6-1, 6-3 to 
"reach the final of the 5750,000 
.event, where be will play Swiss 
-Jakob Hlasek. 

Eighth-seeded McEnroe, 32, 
Deeded just 78 minutes to finish 
off Connors who astonished the 


tennis world by reaching the 
semifinals of the U.S. Open at 
the age of 39 last month. 

Hlasek, seeded sixth, earned 
his final spot the hard way by 
having to fight through three 
tiebreaks to beat seventh seed 
Alexander Volkov of the Soviet 
Union 7-6, 6-7, 7-6. 

A 9,000-strong capacity crowd 
saw only flashes of vintage tennis 
as McEnroe dominated the match 
against Connors. 

Connors failed to bold his ser- 
vice in the first set but broke 
McEnroe in the fifth game. 


Pozzi upsets Krickstein to 
win Queensland Open 


BRISBANE (R) — Unheralded 
Italian Giant uca Pozri, ranked 
136th in the world, upset fluid- 
seeded American Aaron Krick- 
steip m the Queensland Open 
final to win his first ATP tourna- 
ment Sunday. 

The 26-year-old from Bari, 
who has no personal coach, no 
previous experience in a major 
final and bad won only six match- 
' es on the professional circuit in 
1 1991 before this tournament, beat 
> the former top-10 player 6-3 7-6 
i in 98 minutes. 

. ' “Maybe now I have a chanceto 
. play Davis Cup," the left-hander 
said after his shock victory. 

. Pozzi said he was not nervous 
1 going into the final against the 
American, who is ranked 86 
I places ahead of him in the world. 

“I had nothing to lose. I just 
: tried to be as relaxed as possible," 
said Pozzi. 

I ' It was another nightmare en- 

■ <fing to the Brisbane tournament 

■ for Krickstein, who was also 
runner-op last year, to compat- 

1 riot Brad Gilbert. 

1 ' “I started really badly," said 
I Krickstein, who had not pre- 
j viously lost a set in die touma- 
i meat. 

i - “I was missing shots and I got a 
little tentative. I didn’t have 
j much confidence.” 

. Meanwhile, colourful Amer- 
ican Andre Agassi is set to out- 
- shine world number one Stefan 
Edberg as the main attracting 
when be makes his Australian 
. tennis debat starting Monday. 

{ Edberg is fop seed in the 
, strongest field in the Australian 
. Indoor Championships’ 19-year 
‘ history — a line-up slightly 

1 


weakened by last week's with- 
drawal erf second seed and de- 
fending champion Boris Becker 
with a back injury. 

But it is Agassi, the tennis 
rebel who won over the crowds 
on his Wimbledon debut this 
year, that the local fans want to 
see in his first Australian tourna- 
ment. 

Agassi, seeded four, has been 
drawn for a quarterfinal con- 
frontation with the big-serving 
Yugoslav Goran Ivanisevic, who 
is seeded, sixth. 

It was a dream draw for orga- 
nisers of the $1 million tourna- 
ment which, providing there are 
no upsets, would also see emerg- 
ing American David Wheaton 
against third-seeded compatriot 
Pete Sampras, Edberg playing 
eighth seed Michael Chang and 
American Derrick Rostagno 
against number two seed Ivan 
Lendl. 

“I couldn’t have asked for bet- 
ter,” said tournament director 
Graham Lovett. "I don’t think 
there has been a stronger quarter- 
final field anywhere in the world 
this year and that includes Grand 
Slam events." 

If Agassi wins through to the 
quarterfinals he will be playing 
the powerful Ivanisevic for the 
first rime in a tournament. 

Agassi is playing well and his 
stunning display in the recent 
U.S. Davis Cup semifinal victory 
over Germany, which included a 
straight sets win against Wimble- 
don champion Michael Stich, has 
picked him up after a first round 
U.S. Open loss. 
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JAMES JACOBY <1933-1991) 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* Q J 10 7 6 3 
V AS 

0 A 4 
*10 6 3 

WEST EAST 

4 984 4 A K 2 

<79643 VKQJ10S72 

O Q 2 0 Void 

498*2 4 A K Q 

SOUTH 
46 
C Void 

OKJ 10 987663 

* J64 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

0 ^ 7 *? Pass Pan 

DM Pam Pam Pam 

Opening lead: Three oT 7 
(hie of the world's great player- 
writers, James Jacoby of Richard- 
son, Texas, died last month of 
cancer. 

The son of the legendary Oswald 
Jfecoby. Jim first represented the 
Cl£. in the 1963 Worid Team Cham- 
pionship, losing narrowly to the 
Italian Blue Team. He was one of 
the original Dallas Aces and won 
several world team championships 
With that squad. His successes in 
national competition were too nu- 
merous to list here. On his father’s 
death. Jim became the syndicated 
bridge columnist for NEA 


Syndicate. 

In 1990, Jim was among the con- 
tributors to the Bob Bridge Tips 
competition. Thu was one of the 
bands be used in a tip he titled 
“Save the Deuce." 

“Perhaps West should have read 
(partner’s double) for a Lightner 
double, but he opened a low heart. 
Declarer discarded his spade on the 
heart ace and played the queen of 
spades, king, ruffed with the five of 
diamonds (notice declarer was rav- 
ing his lowest diamond). Declarer 
played the three of diamonds. West 
followed with the deuce and declarer 
played the FOUR from dummy. 
Now another ruffing finesse in 
spades and a return to the ace of 
diamonds, and suddenly the sacri- 
fice bid at the seven-level became a 
make! 

“Declarer played well, but West 
should have SAVED THE DEUCE. 
If he puts up the queen of diamonds 
when the suit is first led. declarer 
will be deprived of the second entry 
to dummy. Note well that this is 
only the correct play when declarer 
bads the three-spot. If declarer had 
led any other diamond, the tradi- 
tional play by West stops the extra- 
entry." 

Jacoby’s tip: The deuce should be 
thought of not as the two-spot but. 
ins t ead, the lowest remaining car d 
in any particular suh. When the sit- 
uation warrants it, save the deuce! 


Alesi was given a penalty for 
incorrect behaviour at the start 
and was brought in and held op 
for 10 seconds by the marshals 
during the race. He went out and 
(fid the fastest lap of the race. 

Senna won F-X tides in X988 
and 1990 with McLaren-Hooda in 
bitter revalries with Alain Frost 


of FTasce, a three-time cham- 
pion. Prost drove for McLaren 
nnhl switching to Ferrari last 
year. 

Last year, Prost won the Span- 
ish Grand Prix when it was held 
at Jerez. It was bis and Fenarfs 
last victory. 



Nad Mansel driving Ms WHBauM-Breenl t car 


Wright makes most of 
Arsenal league debut 


LONDON (R) — When Ian 
Wright joined English League 
champions Arsenal Monday, 
Manager George Graham 
warned the striker he could take 
nothing for granted. 

Although Graham had paid a 
club record fee for Crystal 
Palace’s 27-year-old England in- 
ternational, Wright was told he 
might have to wait to get in the 
first team. 

Five days later and Wright has 
proved there are still some thing s 
well worth betting on. 

One of them is his ability to get 


He scored on Ms dub debut 
against second division Leicester 
to a League Cup tie Wednesday 
— his place ensued by the abs- 
ence of injured England striker 
Alan Smith. 

Graham was doubly delighted 
Saturday when Wright celebrated 
his league debut for Arsenal at 
Southampton with a hat-trick. 

Wright only made the team 
because Kevin Campbell was 
rested amid Arsenal's highly de- 
manding schedule which resumes 
with the European Cup trip to 
Vienna next week when the new 
signing fs ineligible. 

Graham said after the 4-0 win 
over straggling Southampton: 
“You pay top money for top 
players. Wright looks sharp, bis 
finishing was clinical." 

The manager added: “It’s ex- 
citing to be top scorers (in the 
division) and we’re looking for 
even more.” 

The result took Arsenal to 
fourth place in the first division, 
nine points behind runaway lead- 
ers Manchester United who won 
2-1 at Tottenham Hotspur. 

Wright, a Londoner discovered ' 
by Palace ax years ago while 
playing non-league soccer, 
needed no convincing be had 
made the right move. 

“I could easily have stayed at 
Palace — they offered me a good 
deal to stay,” he said. “But I 
turned it down because I wanted 
to come to a big dub and sample 


the big club atmosphere. I 
thought that would bring out the 
best in me." 

His best friend in soccer is 
Arsenal midfielder David Rocas- 
tle and their partnership was 
dearly a promising one Saturday 
with Rocasflc snapping up the 
opening goal. 

A week before Ms transfer, 
Wright had hit the headlines for 
threatening to report Palace 
Chairman Ron Noades to a race 
relations board for rem ar ks about 
coloured players. 

Now, aster as the tabloid press 
is concerned, it is “tbe Wright 
stuff" on the field that makes the 
news. 

Until the hat-trick, Manchester 
United's match at Spun had 
looked like being the highlight of 
the weekend. 

Although it took veteran mid- 
fielder Bryan Robson to provide 
tbe late goal that secured Un- 
ited’s eighth win in 10 league 
matches. Spurs Manager Peter 
Shreeves saluted a dub that looks 
capable of winning the tide they 
last held in 1967. 

“On flie str en gth of that. Un- 
ited must have a chance of the 
championship. And if that’s so, 
then we won’t be far b ehin d," be 
said despite Ms evident dis- 
appointment in defeat. *. 

Liverpool manager Graeme 
Souness was more amazed than 
saddened by the split personality 
shown by his team in their 1-1 
home draw with Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

“You saw our best and worst 
performance of the season in the 
same match. We did very well at 
first but from the first kick to tbe 
last in the second half, we never 
got going,’’ he said. 

The result left the Merseysders 
in an unaccnstomed ninth place 
but lifted Wednesday to third, 
two points behind Leeds ana 
eight behind United. 

United States midfielder John 
Harkes marked Ms first match at 
Anfieki with Wednesday’s second 
half equaliser. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Welshman wins Berlin Marathon 

BERLIN (R) — Britain's Steve Brace came off best in a tight 
finish with American Mark Plaatjes to win tbe Berlin Marathon 
Sunday and boost his dianoes of a ticket to next year’s Barcelona 
Olympics. Tbe SO-year^old Welshman burst away from the Smith 
African-born Plaatjes in the final 100 metres through the centre of 
foe former West Berlin to finish in two boms 10 minutes 57 
seconds. Los Angelcs-based Plaatjes clocked 2:1U)1 with Pole- 
Slawontir Gurny third in 2:11:45. Many of the British athletes 
viewed the race as a sam-oflkiaj trial for Britain’s Olympic team 
for Barcelona. British record bolder Steve lones, rtmrang his first 
Marathon for a year, was among the favourites. 

Paris extends unbeaten run 

PARIS (R) — Paris StiGennain extended foeir unbeaten ran to - 
12 m a t ch e s with a goalless draw at struggling Rennes in the 
French soccer first division. The Paris dub, foe only unbeaten 
side in the league, are third, two points behind leaden Monaco 
and one point behind defending champions Marseille. Marseille 
moved within a point of Monaco by drawing 1-1 at Auxerre 
Friday. Monaco, cup winners and runners-up in the league last 
season, s uffere d their second defeat of the season when they lost 
1-0 at Caen Thursday. Sochaux, who had a poor start, showed 
signs of recovery when they beat Nantes 3-1 Saturday, while 
bottom-placed Nancy went down 3-0 at St Etienne. 

Real Madrid keeps up the pressure 

MADRID (R) — Atletico Madrid retained their Spanish League 
soccer lead on goal di f fer e n ce Saturday, winning 2-0 at Real 
SodedadL But rivals Real Madrid kept up the pressure with a 3-1 
borne win over Sevilla who are in third, while champions 
Barcelona continued an indifferent run, losing 2-1 on a sodden 
pitch at Sporting Gijon. Both Madrid teams have won all their 
four opening games, but Atletico have yet to concede a goal. 
Atletico had an easy time in San Sebastian against Real 
Soaedad’s young, inexperienced players. Gabriel Moya opened 
tbe scoring after 40 minutes and loan Vizcaino struck late in the 
game to ensure both points. Two goals in seven minnte« in the 
first half by Emilio Butragueno set Real Madrid on then way. 
Sevilla’s only reply came from Ignacio Coute in the 62nd minute. 

Welcome Ncita retains IBF crown 

SUN CITY, South Africa (AP) — Welcome Ndta of South Africa 
retained his International Boxing Federation (IBF) junior feath- 
erweight title by winning a split dectaon over Colombia’s Sugar 
Baby Rojas. It was Ntita’s fifth defence of the tide, and his 
second fight with Rojas since February. Two of the three 
American judges gave die decision to Ndta 155-113. The third 
scored it 119-109 for Rojas. 


Eintracht tops Bundesliga 


BONN (R) — Emtracht Frankfurt 
fired three goals past Bomssia 
Dortmund to take over the lead 
in tbe German Bundesliga on 
goal difference as tide challengers 
VFB Stuttgart and Hamburg 
drew 1-L 

A first-half goal from midfiel- 
der Raff Weber and second-half 
strikes from forward Lothar Sip- 
pel and German international 
Andy Moeller kept Eintifachfs 
unbeaten --run at home intact. - 

. After 11' games, the Frankfurt 
skfe are level oh 15* points with 
last week’s leaders VFB, now 
second, and third-placed Bayer 
Leverkusen, who briefly took 
over the top spot Friday with a 
2-0 win at lowly Bochum. 

Hamburg are fourth, one point 
behind. 

With 12-times champions 
Bayern Munich failing to stamp 
their usual authority on the 
league, tbe eariy-season title race 
has turned into a close battle at 
the top. Jnst three points separate 
the leading nine dubs. 

Bayern, who drew 1-1 at local 
rivals Nuremberg Friday, are 
eighth, three points behind tbe 
leading trio. 

Reigning champions Kaisers- 
lautern beat struggling Bomssia 
Moeacfacngladbach 4-2 at home 


Saturday to move up two places 
to fifth with 13 points. 

Eintracht bad to work hard 
against Boniana Dortmund in the 
first half before Weber struck a 
neat shot into the far comer of 
the net in the 21st min ute. 

But after the break Sippel 
scored with a neat chip from 15 
metres out in foe 53rd minu te 
before midfielder Moeller struck 
Ms sixth goal of the season in the 
98th. 

to VFB, without foefr injured 
German iftEhfifioott'-ltadflAft 
Sananer in midfield, bad to play 
the last eight mi n irf M a gaimt 
Hamburg with 10 men after ex- 
perienced defender Guenther Schaef- 
er was sent off for a foul 

H am bu rg started superbly by 
ta king th e lead with the goal from 
midfielder Harakl Spoerl in the 
fourth umiute. But VFB defender 
Michael Frontzeck equalised with 
a free kick eight minutes before 
the interval. 

Hamburg coach Geid-VMker 
Scbock was disappointed with the 
result. “One point is too little 
bearing in mind how much we 
had of the game,” Scbock said. 
“We began well. It was only 
through a mistake in our defence 
that they managed to score foe 
equaliser.” 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY* SEMSMBBR M, MB 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Ftighter FcundaHon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Eagag? In 
any stedfes tfau wffl suable yoe to tave 
• dearer perspective about the ferae- 
Eipbre scoter mtercst* that as briflg 
yon we pence red security. Be coot- . 


ABIES: (Much 21 to April 19) Dsririn* 
abos; seeteg erayooe posubfe h just 
not and you aarjom then in we 
activities but be caetri ® 
avoid acrifcntt. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) TUs fc 
yonr day to add ap yonr nseeta and your 


fore who appeal wry aw* to you. , 

SOOBfKk (October 23 to N e wtek 
21) Now you are able to get my 
oceBent toadies when: yen am to jpe 
from here to be more snearetoiaadto 
bring tome new Bffat u obGgntmre. 
SACanTARHHt (November 22 to De-! 
c omber 21) Yon are able to wind ap 
same old breams red come to a ant 
udentaafeg With parteenred to get 

rid ol mk oppocitKm that tow come 
OP* 

GAMU00BN: (December 22 to Jaw- 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Aiwa Hotel- Mi cede. 


By Harris 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, re sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hers : 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Junbies: POPPY GUMBO STICKY OXYGEN 
Answer A bargsinsato Is a plan where many e woman 
is exhausted bstare --- HER MONEY 18 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
I Explorer 
Tasman 
5 Writer Loos 
10 Madams deeply 

14 Zlch 

15 Unis of 
loudness 

16 Under the 
covers 

17 Hobo 

20 Join 

21 Cartoonist Peter 

22 Penmen 
238taddhom 
7A Man** da- 
te Moistens meet 
29— off (toted 
30 "My gst — " 

33 Crew. Indto at 
wL 

34 BeeuSUgM 

35 Union tetters 

36 Dodgers once 


41 Kovacs 

42 Gen. Rate. - 

48 Notable time 

44 Horace or 
Thomas 

45 Canto 

«ssr " 

48 Briny drop 12 

46 Asparagus stale 13 

S2DimdBrtiaads 18 
53 — West 19 

58Animtosdninto . 

80 "I Cannot . 28 


61 KsjgentbiB) 25 

62 Sheaerod 26 

83— aft (furious) 27 A eon 

64 Uncovered 28 

65 Hooter KeSy 

29 wires 
DOWN 30 Long i 

1 anger fad 31 

2007 32 

SMsMstey 34 

4 Support 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(September 23-September 27, 1991) 

. AMMAN — As technical speculation dominated, the U.S. 

■ currency fluctuated within wide maigms daring the past week. 
Negative sentiment reflecting the doHar-mark yield differential 
continued to prevail, as the dollar ended the week an average of. 
1.02 per cent lower. 

.. The bearish dollar sentiment that had started the previous 
Friday, after failure to breach resistance at 1.70 marks to the 
- dollar, developed further Monday. Traders moved into the 
•- German currency early in the Far East maifcet, but then shifted 
; towards die Japanese purrency in late Europe and early New 
York. Observers maintained that the perception was that the 
mark bad risen enough while Japanese investors were expected 
<o repatria te capital before the end of the first half of the fiscal 
year on Sept 30. The UJS. currency thus dosed at its lowest 
doting levels of the week against the yen at 132.74 yen, and 
against the pound sterling at 1.7435 dollars to the pound. 

Tuesday the drop reversed sharply, ending a day of sharp 
fl u c tua t io ns. Technically motivated players and speculators 
■tried poshing the dollar through key support and resistance 
levels thus triggering stop-loss selling and buying. But the 
turning point was when corporate demand to buy cheap dollars, 
as the U.S. unit reached its low of 1.6625 marks, propelled dm 
U.S. unit into an upward direction triggering a wave of stop-loss 
buying. The dollar dosed at its highest doting levels against 
most major European currencies at 1.6872 marks and 1.7270 
dollars to the pound. 

Technical factors continued to dominate Wednesday, a s the 
dollar probed resistance at 1.6850 marks, then support at 1.6770 
marks, failing to decisively breach either. Observers maintained 
that fad ore to drop farther was due to the existing short 
doflar-poritions in the market. But despite a smaller than 
expected drop of 3.8 per cent in August's Durable Goods 
Orders in the U.S., when expectations tad indicated a 5.4 per 
cent decline, the U.S. unit nevertheless dosed lower. 

The dollar rebounded Thursday, rallying to its highest dosing 
level against the Japanese currency at 133.93 yen. Month-end 
commercial domand as weQ as fears of renewed tensions 
between the U.S -A. and Iraq provided some support to the 
dollar. 

Despite quiet trading Friday ahead of the month-end, 
quarter-end and the Japanese fiscal half year-end, the dollar 
witnessed a sharp drop mainly against European currencies. 
Technically-driven traders had finally joined those focusing on 
the fundamentals and turned dSdsively negative towards the 
U.S. unit. The dollar was hurt by its drop through several 
s upp or t levels and by speculation that the U.S. President was 
about to announce large defence budget cuts. Fears were that the 
latter might weaken American economic activity on the one 
hand, and reduce federal borrowing on tin other, hence causing 
downward pressure on dollar interest rates. The release of 
August’s Personal Income and Personal Consnmpion Spending 
had htfle effect on the market. Tbe former rose by 0.4 per cent 
while the latter rose by 0.1 per cent, in line with expectations. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

.6860 

.6880 

Sterling Pound 

1.1951 

1J2M1 

Deutsche Mark 

.4105 

.4126 

Swiss Franc 

.4720. 

.4744 

Preach Franc 

■ .1205 

.7277 

Japanese Yea* 

-5751 

-5777 

Dutch Guilder 

J64Z 

.3 660 

Swedish Krona 

.mo . 

.1122 

Italian Lira* 

.0549 

.0552 

Belgian Franc 

.079# 

.02003 
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Economists and bankers 
outline views on dinar 
value and future strength 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Economic analysts 
and bankets are o*«»nimo« K in 
dfemating suggestions that the 
Jordanian dinar could decline in 
value against foreign currency in 
fee short term. If anything, they 
say, the dinar could gain in value 
as the economic restnictnring 
program m e is consolidated and 
absorbed fully into the King- 
dotn’s fiscal policies and tbe Mid- 
dle East peace process continues 
on track. 

Either way, banking executives 
are advising against any hoarding 
of currency, whether the Jorda- 
nian dinar or any foreign curren- 
cy, in antitipation.of any drama- 
tic fluctuation. 

“As far at L could see, Iordan has 
the ability to 1 sustain the pre s ent 
stability of the dinar for a long 
time to come," said Abdullah 
Maflri, president of the Associa- 
tion of Banks m Iordan. 

It is an opinion widely shared 
by senior executives at Jordanian 
commercial banks as well as eco- 
nomic experts closely familiar 
with the Kingdom’s economic 
policies. 

“I cannot see any probability of 
the dinar declining in value in die 
near future,” said Fakhri Bdbetsi, 
regional manager of fee Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional winch is undergoing a pro- 
cess of being ’ converted into a 
totally Jordanian bank. 

“The foreign exchange re- 
serves of Jordan are pretty high,” 
Mr. Bilbetri noted. Indications 
are that the flow of foreign ex- 
change will continue at a mini- 
mum level conducive to helping 


tbe Kingdom’s monetary author- 
ities to sustain tbe value of the 
dinar even if Amman bad to meet 
its foreign obligations, Mr. Bil- 
bdsi said. 

Bankers recalled that the au- 
thorities had recently relaxed the 
ceiling on resident foreign curren- 
cy accounts and said that this was 
another sign of official confidence 
in Jordan’s economic perform- 
ance. 

According to Mr. Bilbeisi, 
another major factor which wifl 
determine the strength of the 
dinar is the pofiticaJ situation. 

“The confidence in Jordan’s 
economic stability will grow along 
wife the progress of the Middle 
East peace process, and, to a 
certain extent, this wifl boost the 
value of the Jordanian currency," 
he said. 

Dr. Malta conceded that Jor- 
dan faces payments in foreign 
currency to come current in its 
foreign debt servicing before 
brandling further talks on debt 
rescheduling, and may have to 
draw on its foreign exchange re- 
serves to meet its obligations. 
But, he said, “it is not in the 
interest of tbe creditors to press- 
ure Jordan” and prompt a finan- 
cial crisis in tbe Kingdom. 

According to a senior source, 
Jordan is seeking to conv e rt the 
arrears in foreign debts and in- 
terests into rescheduled principal 
with a grace period of 10 years for 
repayment. No farther details 
were immediately available, but 
success in arriving at such an 
arrangement will remove one of 
the major problems facing the 
Jordanian economy. By exten- 
sion, it wifl also eliminate. any 
possibility of a decline in the 


dinar s value. 

“I foresee that there will a 
continued inflow of foreign cur- 
rency in the form of assistance, 
partioriarty from non-Arab conn- 
tries,” said Dr. Mallei. “In addi- 
tion there will also be a lot of 
unrecorded flow of foreign cur- 
rency into tbe country,” he 
added. 

Fahd Fanek, a noted Jordanian 
economic analyst, also ruled out 
any decline in the value of the 
dinar jn tbe short term. “Tbe 
Central Bank’s reserves are high, 
and there is foreign exchange 
being b ro ug ht into fee country by 
returnees”, from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states, he pointed out. 

The political process leading to 
Arab-Israeh peace talks in Octo- 
ber, said a senior manager at an 
international bank in Jordan, “if 
property handled, will have a 
highly beneficial effect on the 
Jordanian economy and its cur- 
rency.” 

“The economic restructuring 
programme is not only being fol- 
lowed, but also altered and con- 
solidated to take in new realities 
of tbe Jordanian economy,” he 
said, adding that Arab-lsraeli 
peace talks will btip the Kingdom 
to go a long way ahead. 

“All present signs are that the 
peace process is on track, and if 
the international commnnity 
treats Jordan fairly in terms oif 
economic approach and assist- 
ance, then there is no doubt that 
the dinar will stabilise further,” 
added tbe executive, who prefer- 
red anonymity. “And this stabil- 
ity will reflect itself iu the form of 
an increase in the value of die 
dinar against all foreign curren- 
cies.” 
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Moscow prints money at maximum 
capacity to avoid social explosion 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union prints money 24 
hours a day, seven days a week 
despite the chaos that an over- 
supply of c ur rency creates in ap 
1 economy plagued byfthortages of 
j ^n^*les^Snq$ecaioqi8 
said! 

“Everyone from miners to 
teachers wants raises and 
bonuses. If we don't do it, there 
will be a social explosion,” 
Leonid Abafldn, economic advis- 
er to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev has said. 

“We’re printing money on 
three shifts, on weekends, and 
still we don’t have enough time to 
finish the work. We’re even ran- 
ting out of the special paper 
needed to print the money,” Mr. 
Abalkin told a group of econom- 
ists and executives. 

Mr. Abalkin spoke boms' after 
the UJS. Department of Agricul- 
ture tentatively decided to help 
the Soviets meet their winter food 
needs wife credit guarantees. The- 
Soviets have yet to request food 
assistance from fee United States 
but have told tbe European Com- 
munity that $14.7 billion is 
needed. 

“Consultation -and technical 
help is needed more from the 
U.S. and western Europe,” said 
Mr. Abalkin, director of the In- 
stitute of Economics at the USSR 
Academy of Sciences. 

“But there are items such as 
medicine, industrial materials 
and foodstuffs, without which we 
won’t survive (the winter)," he 
said. 

Unless action h taken, the 
Soviet’s 1991 debt may reach 300 
biDkm roubles — 15 per cat of 
tiie USSR's gross national pro- 
duct, said Mr. AbaQoq, who from 
June 1969 to March 1991 was 
deputy prime minister for econo- 


Tfesasa 


mac reform. 

“This would be a nightmare,” 
be said. 

The number of roubles 
boarded by citizens increased^ 
per cent from 132 bOHon at the 
beginning of 1991 to 186'biIHbh 
by Sept. 1. 

Tbe best way to reduce in- 
pocket roubles, Mr. Abalkin 
said, istosefi “alternative goods” 
— land, homes and shares in 
businesses. 

Meanwhile, fee United States 
and its allies are feverishly work- 
ing behind the scenes on ways to 
help tbe Soviet Union avoid de- 
faulting on its $70 billion in fore- 
ign debt. 

“It’s being worked on,” said a 
senior U.S. official, who declined 
to be named. “They know and we 
know they have a problem.” 

Once considered among the 
most creditworthy of borrowers 
the Soviet Union » Anting it 
increasingly difficult to keep np 
to date on its debt payments as its 
economy collapses, oil output 
slides and import needs, especial- 
ly for food, grow. 

The intensive discussions 
among major industrial nations 
on the Soviet Union’s debt diffi- 
culties demonstrates the Group 
of Seven's (07) growing interest 
in die country’s economic plight. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady has called for an 
early meeting of economic policy- 
makers from the G-7 — Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States — 
demoted exclusively to a tiscusr 
son about the Soviet Union. 

U.S. officials said feat minting 
could be held in Washington tins 
week. 

Mr. Brady is also pressing for 
Soviet re pres en tatives to attend 
the G-T’s next formally scheduled 


Tel: 634144’ 


meeting, in Bangkok around Oct. 
12, before the annual meeting 
there of die International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank... .... 

Moscow^ has agreed to attend 
and U.S. tiffirials said “there is 
no strong disagreement” within 
tbe G-7 to that proposal. 

A senior UJS. official said Mos- 
cow was frying to calculate how 
much money it might need over 
the next four to five months to 
pay for essential imports and 
keep np with debt payments. He 
agreed that the financing gap 
might be around $2 billion to $5 

billion. 

The amount will depend in part 
on how quickly the Soviet Un- 
ion’s imports contract as its eco- 
nomy shrinks and on whether 
commercial banks wifi agree to 
keep trade credit fines in place. 

UJS. officials woe cautious ab- 
out the help die United States 
and the G-7 might offer, but they 
ruled out a debt rescheduling. 

“We don’t think it’s the answer 
and neither do the Soviets,” the 
senior U.S. official said. 

Even dm increasingly indepen- 
dent Soviet republics recognise 
fee dangers of a debt default that 
would shut die country complete- 
ly out of credit markets in the 
fixture. 

“They aren’t walking away 
from the debt,” the senior U.S. 
official said. “TbeyTl stand be- 
hind it." 

Some German bankers have 
called cm tbe G-7 to guarantee 
commercial bank loans to fee 
Soviet Union or provide it wife a 
bridging credit to help it through 
the credit crunch. 

But there appears to be little 


interest in tbe United States in 
providing the Soviet Union with 
any big line of credit. 

Washington normally extends 
bridging loans only to a country 
feat has already readied agree- 
ment with tbe IMF on an econo- 
mic reform plan and is just await- 
ing formal approval of a fund 
loan. 

The Soviet Union is not even a 
member of the IMF yet. 

While the United States would 
not prevent Moscow joining the 
IMF, U.S. officials believe that 
membership talks could take time 
as France, Germany and some 
other nations would have to give 
up voting rights to make way for 
fee Soviet Union. 

U.S. officials expect Moscow 
to become a special associate of 
die IMF within days. Thai would 
give it access to tbe fund's exper- 
tise in drawing up reform plans, 
although not to IMF money. 

Both the fund and the World 
Bank are expected to open offices 
in Moscow within the next two 
months. 



Indian Restaurant 


8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24- Hour Open 
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KING OF MBI 

TEQUILA SUNRISE 


NEW YORK ggl||! 
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Show. 300, 6:15, &30, 1030 pjn. 




f Magi Al Mashfel Theatre 

Oct 3 , 1991 
THE OPENING OF 
Nabfi Al Mashini Theatre 
wife 

SOMERSAULT TIME PLAY 

Staring: The taraJyoTAbu Awwad neighbourhoocf 

Show start at &30evayevnng 


Show: 1230, 330. &1S, &30, 1030 pjn. 


'Guana 


ROOF TOPS 


Show: 330, 630. 830 pjn. 


WANTED 

FOR EMPLOYMENT 

First class woman dress-maker or a tailor to work in Zarqa. 

Call tel.: 09-900946 


FURNISHED VILLA 
TO LET 

3 bedrooms, 3 salons, with terrace and 2 bathrooms in 
super deluxe condition at Marj Al Hamam, Dhahiat Al 
Ameer Hamza 

Contact teb 711903 until 8 pjn. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
TO RENT AT SHMEISAN1 

3rd floor. 3 bedrooms, wide kitchen, 2 bath- 
rooms, living sitting room, salon and 2 verandas. 
Provided with elevator, central heating, sun 
heater, garage and telephone. 

JD8.000 is required for one year. JD1 3,000 for 2 
years. 

Please call tel.: 829861 
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Banking experts noted that 
there was very little difference in 
the official local rates for the 
dollar set on a daily basis by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
and tbe value that fee greenback 
fetches on the black market. 

The discernible difference m 
tbe official and unofficial markets 
has remained at less than one per 
cent since July, they noted. 

The CBJ rate for the dollar 
Sunday was 686/688 fils, down 
from 692/695 fils two weeks ago. 
According to bankers fee decline 
in the rate set by dm CBJ does 
not really reflect the loss of value 
of the dollar in the last two 
weeks. But they explained that 
since the Jordanian dinar’s ex- 
change value is based on a cur- 
rency of baskets, including the 
dollar and several European cur- 
rencies, the fluctuations in the 


rate of fee dollar will not be fully 
seen reflected against tbe dinar. 

“If fee dollar loses a little 
against tbe mark, for instance, 
fee decline will not be seen fully 
in fee local rates since the loss 
and gain are within fee basket of 
currencies,” Dr. Fanek ex- 
plained. 

The dollar was changing hands 
in the unofficial market Sunday 
for 688/692 fils and some dealers 
said die rate might go down 
further. At the peak of Jordan's 
economic crisis two years ago, die 
difference between tbe official 
and unofficial rates was as much 
as 20 per cent. 

“There is an abundance of the 
dollar in fee market and that 
accounts for fee magHifianit differ- 
ence in tbe two rates,” said a 
banking executive. “There is 


a feeling that this abundance may 
not last long, but, by and large, it 
is my belief that there will be . a 
minimum amount available in the 
parallel market always sufficient 
enough not to bring any signifi- 
cant pressure on the commercial 
banks.” 

According to officials, com- 
mercial banks are managing 
themselves well to meet the fore- 
ign currency needs of their clients 
and call on Central Bank for help 
very rarefy. 

In any event, noted a banker, 
“the Central Bank remains in a 
very strong position to intervene 
in fee market wherever it finds it 
necessary to provide foreign cur- 
rency. This has given a lot of 
confidence not only to Jordanian 
bankers but also to business- 


China to continue 
backing state firms 
despite their losses 


BEIJING (R) — China’s com- 
munist leaders have stressed 
there should be no change in & 
policy of s upp o rtin g loss-making 
state industries, an important test 
of their degree of commitment to 
economic reform. 

A five-day working confer- 
ence, which was attended by vir- 
tually all senior leaders except 
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping 
discussed mainly how to rescue 
state industries that are sinking 
under a sea of debt. 

There was no indication the 
Communist Party would allow 
them to be swept away by re- 
forms that have transformed 
other areas of the economy. 

Instead, the conference stres- 
sed well-worn themes from con- 
servative ideologues in tbe party 
who believe the state sector 
should remain the backbone of 
the economy, wife private enter- 
prise playing a supporting role. 

While urging large enterprises 
to put profits first and become 
responsible for their own losses, 
the meeting emphasised the pre- 
eminent role of Marxist ideology. 

State enterprise are “important 
pillars of the national economy 
and the main source of state 
revenue,” the New China News 
Agency said in its report on the 
conference. 

“They have made and will con- 
tinue to make tremendous con- 
tributions to fee country’s econo- 
mic development and modernisa- 
tion drive. Further raising their 
efficiency will play a decisive role 


in s t reng t h ening the state’s eco- 
nomic power,” it pointed out.; ' 

The conference painted a rosy 
picture of China’s economy, pre=_ 
dieting a fairly good grain harvest 
despite floods this year that de- 
vastated major rice-growing pro-’ 
vinces. 

It concluded that industrial 
production was improving and 
prices were stable, the news agen- 
cy said. 

Chinese sources have said gov- 
ernment departments and senior 
leaders are at odds over whether 
tiie boom-bust economy is over.-, 
beating. 

A policy of pumping money 
into state industries to pud tiie 
economy out of the doldrums has 
been responsible for a vicious 
cycle of inflation. 

It has also produced mountains 
of unwanted goods in warehouses 
across die country. 

Western diplomats said they 
believed China’s constant power 
struggles were now centred on 
tbe economy with liberals arguing 
for drastic measures against the 
state industries that are draining 
national coffers. 

The debate has been given 
added intensity since fee boF 
lapose of communism in the 
Soviet Union that has left China’s 
-hardline leaders more nervous 
than ever about tinkering wife 
their Marxist systems. 

The working meeting is ex- . 
peeled to pave the way for a: 
Communist Party plenum to be 1 
convened soon. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Corolla sports car, model 1988, 16 pistons, grey colour, 
from Toyota company in Amman. Mileage: 52,000 kilometres; in 
excellent condition. 

Video National J1D1 wife remote control: PaFSecam-NTSC/new. 

Please call tel. 688004 


TO LET 

Shmeisan! Tayke Hotel Area 

Large 2-bedroom ground floor flat Fully furnished, comprises 
large sitting and dining area, two bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, 
W.C., fully carpeted with full electrical equipment Own tele- 
phone, central heating and garage. 

2 bedroom 2nd floor flat Fully furnished. As above. 

Phone 601795 


The International Translation Centre 

Managed by sworn certified translators 

ABDUL QADER HEET & his son MAZEN HEET 

OFFERS YOU 

precise, accurate and authentic ordinary, legal and 
technical translation works... to all languages 

Tel.: 695916 Jabal Al Hussein - Dawar Ffras 
Garages Association Bldg. Apt 8 floor Z 
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More fighting rages in Croatia 


despite efforts to reinforce truce 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
More fighting raged m breakaway 
Croatia Sunday despite efforts to 
strengthen a shaky ceasefire that 
brought Yugoslavia a week of 
relative calm. 

Croatian Radio said the Croa- 
tian-held town of Nova Gradiska, 
oo the main Belgrade-Zagreb 
motorway in the centre of the 
breakaway republic, was attacked 
with mortars and barrages from 
multiple rocket launchers. 

'Die fighting followed fierce 
dashes Saturday around Pakrac, 
a Croatian stronghold near Nova 
Gradiska, and heavy shelling of 
the eastern Croatian town of 
Osijek, where the office of the 
mayor was set on fire. 

The radio said four civilians 
' were killed and 22 people inciud- 
ing 12 Croatian National Guards- 
men were wounded in the Pakrac 
area Saturday. 

Croatian forces launched an 
' offensive Saturday evening in the 
■ Zadar peninsula on the Adriatic 
coast after a village near the town 
of Ben ko vac came under mortar 
. fire, the radio said. 

Tanjug News Agency reported 
fierce artillery duels and fighting 
Sunday near Sibenik. another 
Adriatic port further south. 

The fighting near the coast 
followed a Tanjug report Satur- 
day that the army was ready for 
an agreement to pullout of bar- 
racks in Zadar and Sibenik be- 
sieged by Croatian forces. 

But the agency said Sunday 
that Croatian representatives in 
Zadar never turned up to negoti- 
ate the expected pullout. 

Army withdrawals last week 
from two beseiged barracks, m 
Sinj, near the coast and at Vmk- 
ovd m eastern Croatia, raised 
hopes for a limited disengage- 
ment of forces. 

But as new fighting erupted the 
army accused Croatia Saturday of 
violating the ceasefire by con- 
tinuing to blockade and attack 
military bases. 

“Units, commands and institu- 



Two Yugoslav sisters with children and luggage, walk away from Osfiek to the Hungarian border. 


tions in the area of the fifth 
military district (which includes 
most of Croatia) are still under 
blockade and attacks on military 
facilities also continue," Tanjug 
quoted an army statement as 
saying Saturday. 

It said Croatian forces were 
violating a trace agreed last Sun- 
day by Yugoslav Defence Minis- 
ter General Veljko Kadijevic and 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman. 

“The sources and routes of 
regular supply, medical care and 
evacuation are blocked," the 
army said. 

The fresh round of fighting 
forced the International Red 
Cross to suspend operations in 
Croatia until it received guaran- 
tees of safety from the warring 
sides. 


Three Red Cross workers were 
injured in Croatia Friday when 
their vehicle was hit by bullets 
and crashed into a ditch. 

According to Croatian figures, 
more than 1,000 people have 
been killed in the fighting since 
Croatia declared independence 
on June 25 and its 600,000-strong 
Serbian minority armed to fight 
it. 

Simon Smits, head of a Euro- 
pean Community (EC) monitor- 
ing team in Croatia, said uncon- 
trolled forces were responsible 
for the fighting in central Croatia. 

Mr. Smits said EC monitors 
wanted to visit Pakrac Saturday 
but did not receive safety guaran- 
tees. 

“Hie problem is there are 
forces on the Croatian side and 
tiie Serbian (rebel) side that are 


not fully under the control of 
those who signed the (ceasefire) 
agreement," he told reporters in 
Zagreb. 

He described Friday's attack 
on a Red Crass convoy as “mad- 
ness." 

Francois Robady, bead of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross in Zagreb, said a nurse 
and two male Red Cross workers, 
all Swiss nationals, suffered cuts 
and bruises after their vehicle was 
attacked. 

They were with a convoy of 
seven buses travelling to Pakrac 
to rescue 270 people, mostly 
psychiatric patients, trapped for 
three days in the basement of a 
hospital bit by artillery fire. 

“The Red Cross emblem is not 
recognised here and is not re- 
spected," Mr. Robady said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mrs. Marcos may return next Friday 


HONOLULU, Hawaii ((R) — Former Philippine first lady 
Imelda Marcos is ready to return to her homeland next Friday to 
face charges of tax evasion and baud, she told reporters 
Saturday. Dressed m a black gown, which she said was in respect 
for her late husband, former President Ferdinand Marcos, Mrs. 
Marcos said she would meet the deadline for her return laid down 
by Philippine President Corazon Aquino. Mrs. Aquino bad given 
her a “one-way permit" to return to Manila by Oct. 4, she said. 
But Mrs. Metros expressed the hope that Mrs. Aquino would 
extend the deadline, in which case she would return on a date 
agreeable to both sides, preferably in December. Mrs. Marcos 
said she had asked Mrs. Aquino for an extension but had not had 
a reply. The Aquino administration had refused to allow Mrs. 
Marcos to bring home the remains of her husband, who died on 
Sept. 28, 1989, in Honolulu and is buried in a refrigerated crypt 
on a hillside near the city. A; a news conference at her Honolulu 
home on the second anniversary of his death, Mrs. Marcos said 
she still hoped to have her husband buried in Manila. 


Haughey could face challenge 


DUBLIN (R) — Prime Minister Charles Haughey, known as the 
great survivor in Irish politics, is facing the most serious challenge 
to his leadership in years. A weekend opinion poll showed his 
popularity has slumped, four backbenchers in his party have come 
out in open revolt and the government has been rocked by a 
string of financial scandals. Political commentators forecast that 
Mr. Haughey, who fought off three challenges to his leadership in 
the 1980s, now risked felling prey to an insider “palace coup" like 
the one that toppled British leader Margaret Thatcher last year. 
Front runner to replace Mr. Haughey is Finance Minister Albert 
Reynolds, a former ballroom impresario who has openly acknow- 
ledged his interest in the premier's job — even at the a time of 
record high unemployment, stagnant economic growth and' 
budget overruns. A poll in the Irish Independent showed just 35 
per cent satisfied with Mr. Haughey's performance, his lowest 
rating since returning to power in 1987. 


Japan typhoon death toll rises to 46 


TOKYO ((R)) — The body of a crewmen missing from a capsized 
South Korean freighter was recovered Sunday as the death toll 
from powerful typhoon Mireille rose to 46, Japanese police and 
coastguard officials said. They said the body was found off 
Hakata, a port about 900 kilometres southwest of Tokyo. All 10 
crew members of the 270-tonne No. 7 Jinyung were thrown 
overboard when it capsized in high seas Friday. Three are still 
unaccounted for. Typhoon Mireille has been Japan's most destruc- 
tive storm this year. Five people, including the three South 
Koreans, are missing, 777 people were injured, 724 houses were 
destroyed or damaged and more than 10,000 homes flooded. 
M'-dia reports said the typhoon caused power failures affecting 
n rly six million homes throughout Japan. 


‘1,000 Bangladeshis marooned 


‘ KA (AP) — Renewed flooding in the north of this 
'■e fished nation stranded at least 500,000 people, as the 
^toll from an outbreak of diarrhea rose to 727, news reports 
Sunday. Four rivers swollen by torrential rains swamped by 
Pabna district, 120 kilometres north of Dhaka, the United 
•' ’s of Bangladesh news agency quoted district officials as 
saying. They said the waters washed away highways and disrupted 
transp ortation, the agency reported. At least 12 new deaths were 
reported from diarrhea, which has been sweeping across the 
north since torrential rains lashed the region in the beginning of 
September, the news agency said. The deluge has killed at least 
250 people since Sept. 1 and forced tens of thousands of villagers 
out of their homes — including at least 50,000 in the northwestern 
Syihet district on Friday. 


12 rebels wounded in Sri Lankan raid 


COLOMBO (R) — Twelve Tamil rebels were injured when 
government aircraft bombed their hideout in eastern Sri Lanka, a 
military spokesman said Sunday. He said two other rebel camps 
were bombed Saturday in Batticaloa district. The spokesman said 
he was checking a report that guerrillas of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) shot dead two men from a rival rebel group 
in an ambush in northern Vavuniya Saturday. 


‘Moscow offered to swap 
Wallenberg with Soviet spy’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — An investiga- 
tor into the fate of Raoul Wallen- 
berg said Saturday be had new 
information on Sweden’s rejec- 
tion of an apparent offer by the 
Soviets to produce the long- 
missing diplomat who saved 
thousands during World War II. 

Canadian lawyer Irwin Cotier 
said the Soviets, who had re- 
ported Wallenberg died in 1947, 
told the go-between in a prop- 
osed prisoner swap that almost 
certainly involved the Swedish 
diplomat' “We don’t trade corp- 
ses,” indicating Wallenberg was 
still alive. Mr. Cotier said it was 
incredible that Sweden never pur- 
sued the offer. 


Wallenberg, who would be 79 
if he were alive, rescued tens of 
thousands of Hungarian Jews 
from the Nazis by sheltering them 
in protective houses flying the 
Swiss flag. 

Mr. Colter had disclosed the 
swap report in May, but an inter- 
view .with him Saturday provided 
the first details. 


“It is shocking to think that 
Wallenberg might have been re- 
leased and returned to humanity 
in 1966, and it a dramatically 
revealing — but the Soviet Un- 
ion’s own evidentiary hand — 
that Wallenberg had not died in 
1947,” he said. 


Mr. Cotier repeated that ear- 
lier this year Swedish lawyer 
Kari-Gnstav Svingcl said he was 
approached by die Soviets in 
1966. Mr. Svingel said the Soviets 
offered to trade an unidentified 
Swede for the Swedish Soviet spy 
Stig Wennerstrom, according to 
Mr. Cotier. 

Mr. Svingel, who lives in Ber j 
lm, bad been engaged in East- 
West swaps for 30 years. 

Mr. Cotier said Wallenberg 
was the the only Swede known to 
have disappeared in- Soviet pris- 
ons at that time. 


The Soviets arrested Wallen- 
berg in Budapest in January 1945 
and his whereabouts were never 
revealed until 1957, when the 
Soviets reported he died of a 
heart attack in a Moscow prison 
in 1947. The claim has been 
widely disputed by Soviet witnes- 
ses who reported seeing Wallen- 
berg alive in prisons as late as the 
1980s. 


Cotier is chairman of the Soviet 
International Commission on the 
Fate and Whereabouts of Raoul 
Wallenberg, which met a Soviet 
inter-ministerial group including 
KGB officials Thursday and is 
expected to hold further talks this 
week. A Swedish-Soviet working 
group also investigating Wallen- 
berg’s fate met separately with 
the Soviet group Thursday. 


Mr. Wennerstrom was con- 
victed of four counts of treason in 
1964 for betraying militan- secrets 
of Sweden, the United ? itesand 
NATO. He confessed .o having 
been a NAZI spy and spy for the 
Soviets since 1948. 

Mr. Coder said Wallenberg’s 
brother, Guy Von Dardel, who 
was in Moscow for Thursday's 
meetings, told him that Mr. Sven- 
gjl asked the Soviets the identity 
of Swede. 


“The Soviets replied, it is the 
Swede you are looking for.’ Mr. 
Svingel then said that the only 
Swede he knew to be in the hands 
of the Soviets was Raoul Wallen- 
berg, but that he had died. 
Whereupon the Soviets replied, 
*we don’t trade corpses,’” Mr. 
Cotier quoted Mr. Von Dardel as 
saying. * 


Salvador 
colonel 
guilty in 
Jesuit 
massacre 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — A 
jury has convicted an army col- 
onel of the 1989 murders of six 
Jesuits, their housekeeper and 
her daughter in a landmark hu- 
man rights case that strained 
U.N.-SaWadoran relations. 

The jury acquitted eight other 
military mrai charged with killin g 

the priests, but convicted a Ikaite- 
pan t of murdering the house- 
keeper’s daughter. 

The conviction of Col. GraHer- 
mo Benavides marked the first. 
tiing that a member of the milit- 
ary was tried and found guilty of a 
human rights violation in nearly 
12 years of dvil war marked by 
repeated accusations of govern- 
ment torture, kidnapping and 
murder. 

The Nov. 16, 1989 massacre of 
the Jesuits was considered a test 
for El Salvador’s justice system. 
The United States, which fi- 
nanced the government's war 
effort, made prosecuting the case 
a condition for continued aid. 


Jesuit and U.S. observers ex- 
pressed muted sentiments about 
the verdict, saying they believed 
that higher-ranking officers also 
should be chaiged. 

Tm not overly bothered by 
the acquittal of those of lower 
rank, though I believe there was 
sufficient evidence to convict 
them,” said Fattier Jose Maria 
Tojeira, Jesuit provincial for 
Central America. 

“I believe it is correct that the 
jury placed the blame going up- 
ward in rank, and we should keep 
looking np the ranks for more of 
those responsible," Mr. Tojeira 


The three- worn an, tow-man 
jury — who were kept hidden for 
fear of reprisals told 4th Cri- 
minal Court Judge Ricardo 
Zamora their verdict after a 
three-day trial and 5Vi bonis of 
deliberations. 


The defendants, wearing green 
fatignwi with their jwri gnin of 
rank and unit, listened to the 
verdicts sitting in a row before the 
judge, prosecutors; defence 
lawyers and about 100 spectators. 


Seoul papers report 


protest in North Korea 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
newspapers said Sunday that an 
anti-government demonstration 
occurred last week in Communist 
North Korea, the second such 
protest reported in a month. 

The influential Cbosun Hbo 
and other newspapers quoted a 
government official as saying the 
information came from a South 
Korean trading company which 
sells marine products to North 
Korea through a Chinese middle- 
man. 

According to the middleman, 
the protest broke out last Friday 
in the dty of Smiriju, on the 
border with China. 

“There was a similar riot there 
before. But the riot this time was 
trigger than the previous one," 
the newspapers quoted the 
Chinese businessman as saying. 

The newspaper reports gave no 
further details. 

On Friday, the Japanese daily 
SankerShimbun said about 4,000 
people in Simnju demonstrated 
on Aug. 27 against President Kim 
B-Sung, who has ruled the North 
since the state was set up in 1948. 

Army units and police per- 
suaded the crowd to disperse 
peacefully, the newspaper added. 

South Korean and Japan-based 
analysts say economic conditions 
in the North are worsening fol- 
lowing the collapse of commun- 
ism in the Soviet Union, one of 
North Korea’s main backers. 

Factories are working at only 
40 per cent of capacity because of 
shortages of parts and raw mate- 
rials, they say. 

Meanwhile a senior North Ko- 
rean official said Sunday that his 
country may accept international 
inspection of its nuclear facilities 


if the United States withdraws its 
nuclear weapons from South 
Korea. 

Hie remarks by Kim Yong- 
Sun, secretary of the Central 
Cojmnittee of the rufiog Work- 
ers’ Party, were reported by the 
official North Korea Central 
News Agency monitored in 
Tokyo. 

North Korea, widely suspected 
of trying to develop nuclear 
weapons, reacted quickly and 
positively Saturday to the major 
nudear weapons cuts announced 
by U.S. President George Bush. 

It has repeatedly refiised to 
accept international inspection 
unless U.S. bases in South Korea 
are also scrutinised. 

Mr. Kim proposed talks with 
the United States on the question 
of withdrawing U.S. nuclear 
weapons from South Korea, and 
indicated this would pave the way 
for Pyongyang to permit an inter- 
national inspection. 

He said the United States 
should also discuss with Pyon- 
gyang the question of guaran- 
teeing the non-use of nudear 
weapons against North Korea. 

South Korea President Rota 
Tae-Woo said earlier Sunday that 
the United Nations Security 
Council could help force North 
Korea to accept international 
inspection. 

“If the North does not give up 
its plans to develop nuclear 
weapons, we can’t rule out the 
possibility that the northern nuc- 
lear facilities will be forcibly in- 
spected by a resolution of the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil," Mr. Roh was quoted as 
saying by South Korea’s Yonhap 
News Agency. - 


Polls show British 


parties neck-and-neck 


LONDON (R) — Prospects for a 
November general election in 
Britain appeared to recede with 
the publication of a series of 
opinion polls mostly showing die 
ruling Conservatives neck-and- 
neck with the Labour Party. - 
The surveys appearing in Brit- 
ish Sunday newspapers gave 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
Conservative Party between 37 
and 40 per' cent while Labour 
under opposition leader Neil Kin- 
nock polled between 38.5 and 41 


per cent. 

The centrist Liberal Democrats 
were rated at between 13 and 17 
per cent. 

The Conservatives were ahead 
in two of the polls. Labour ahead 
in three and the two parties tied 
in one. 

Mr. Major does not have to call 
an election until next July but a 
.better performance by die Con- 
servatives in opinion polls recent- 
ly led to speculation an election 
might be imminent. 


Aquino warns against abrupt U.S. pullout 


MANILA (R) — Philippine Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino Sunday 
warned against an abrupt U.S. 
military pullout (torn the country, 
and bar girls marched outside 
Subic Naval Base to protest 
against a Senate decision evicting 
American forces. 

Mrs. Aquino appealed to the 
Senate to give U.S. troops suffi- 
cient time to withdraw, saying a 
sudden pullout would displace 
thousands of Filipinos working at 
Subic and worsen the sufferings 
of communities around the base. 


“All I am asking is let us not do 
things abruptly... who can our 
people run to, where will they 
seek help?” Mrs. Aqxrino said, 
speaking in her weekly radio- 
television talk show. 

At Olongapo City, about 5,000 
Filipinos, including hundreds of 
bar girls, braved heavy rains and 
marched outside the naval dock- 
yard to protest against the Sen- 
ate’s Sept. 16 vote rejecting a new 
military bases treaty with the 
United States. 

The demonstrators called for 


die bolding of a national referen- 
dum to decide the fete of U.S. 
forces, raying a majority of Filipi- 
nos favoured keeping them in the 
country. 

The Senate action would mean 
closure of the strategic U.S. navy 
repair yard and cod nearly a 
century-long U.S. military pre- 
sence in the former colony. 
Washington has agreed to with- 
draw from the Clark Air Base 
which was damaged by the erup- 
tions of the Mount Pinaiubo volca- 
no last June. 


Jazz great Miles Davis dies at 65 


LOS ANGELES (R) — ‘Cool 
Jazz* founder Miles Davis, de- 
scribed by friends and Jazz critics 
as one of the new ‘‘unmistakable 
individualists” of music, died in 
hospital Saturday at age 65. 


Davis, famed for his muted 
trumpet playing died at St. John’s 
Hospital in nearby Santa Monica 
of Pneumonia, respiratory failure 
and a stroke, said hospital 
spokeswoman Pat Kirk. Davis, 
who had a long history of poor 
health, had been admitted to the 
hospital a month ago. 


weekly. 

“He had an extraordinary lyric- 
al and yet very surprising style — 
it was extremely personal, very 
subtle — yet very compelling.” 

Davis attributed much of his ill 
health to his three years as- a 
hermn addict, an addiction he 
locked cold turkey in 1954. 

Davis’s brother and sister were 
at bis bedside when be died, Kirk 


of the most influential players 
around. 

“He was not only a brilliant 
musician but (a) very astute band 
leader. He was a leader, a 
catalyst. He knew bow to put his 
finger on something new." 


“In the history of the music, 
there have been a few unmistak- 
able individualists — musicians 
like Lester Young, Louis Arm- 
strong and Charlie Parker, and 
Miles is clearly one of those,” 
said jazz critic Nat Hentoff of 
New York City’s Village Voice 


The spokeswoman said his hos- 
pital a rt mtasi n n chart listed him as 
single. The trumpeter married his 
third wife, actress Cicely Tyson, 
in 1982 and although the couple 
separated there had been no re- 
ports of a divorce. 

Ira Gitler, a New York jazz 
critic and columnist who wrote 
the liner notes for many of Dav- 
is’s albums, said, “Miles made 
the trumpet his own. He was one 


Davis, son of a wefl-to-do de- 
ntist in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was given a trumpet by his fattier 
when he was 13. 

While still in high school be 
played in local bands ted by such 
jazz notables as Billy EdcsCme 
and Benny Carter and shared 
solos with saxophone great Char- 
lie Parker. 


By the late 1940s, now in New 
York, he had developed his unique 
style of muted mxfeipLaying that' 
blended sound and silence to 
create a teasing, tensfon-buflding 
music. 


Ministers to try to reverse EC out of political union blind alley 


BRUSSELS ((R) — EC foreign 
ministers meet Monday to try to 
salvage their talks on political 
union in Europe, bogged down 
over a new Dutch blueprint. 

Two thirds of the 12 EC states 
told the Netherlands at a stormy 
meeting of envoys last Thursday 
that they would rather go back to 
earlier proposals by Luxem- 
bourg, the previous holder of the 
ECs rotating presidency. 

EC governments remain deep- 
i y spl it on the powers of the 
European Parliament, a defence 
role .and other trappings of an 
embryo federal union. 

But most states, with Britain 
and France in the lead, agreed 
Thursday that the time available 
to strike a deal — 10 weeks until a 
December summit — is too short 
to start studying a new draft. 

“They sounded as if they 


meant it. We will discover on 
Monday whether they did," a 
British official said. 

Monday’s ministerial meeting 
will provide another illustration 
of bow the EC, until now largely 
an economic and trading bloc, is 
reaching out into new territory 
even before a political union trea- 
ty has been signed 

The meeting will adjourn in 
mid-morning to allow foreign and 
defence - ministries of the West- 
ern European Union (WEU), a 
defence body grouping nine of 
the EC states, to consider various 
options for sending military 
forces to police a ceasefire in 
Yugoslavia. 

Diplomats said the discussion 
win be largely hypothetical, since 
the conditions laid down by the 
EC for sending troops are far 
from being met despite a loll in 


the fighting between the federal 
army, Serbian guerrillas and 
breakaway Croatia. 

The three non- WEU EC 
states, Greece, Ireland and De- 
nmark, will attend the session as 
observers along with European 
NATO members Turkey and 
-Norway, who are not in the EC — 
a dear demonstration of how 
Europe’s old neat economic, poli- 
tical and nrilitaiy structures have 
become increasingly binned. 

The EC meeting will also try 
finally to agree an offer of im- 
proved trade access for agricultu- 
ral products to Poland, Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia under new 
association agreements. 

Diplomats said they believed 
France, winch blocked the new 
offer at the last meeting this 
month under pressure from its 
farmers, might now accept it pro- 


viding there were safeguards 
against, fraud and extra shipments 
of meat into the EC 


Lubbers as saying Friday. 


Ministers are also due to stage 
the first formal talks between the 
EC . and Tnrkey, although 
Greece’s dispute with Turkey 
over Cyprus could yet cast a 
shadow over the meeting. 

The heavy thunderclouds, 
however, win be hovering over 
the political union talks which 
start in the afternoon. . 


-The Netherlands, buffeted by 
developments outride the Com- 
munity since it took over the ECs 
helm in July, appears unwilling to 
face the hnrniHario n of w i th dra w- 
ing its paper. 

“An entirely new proposal is 
not to be expected from ns,” the 
Dutch News Agency (ANP) 
quoted Prune Minister Rnnd 


A spokesman for f&x. Lubbers 
said the Hague would only 
change its paper if a dear major- 
ity demanded it at the a i mn nit jg 
tiie Dutch town of Maastricht, 
where an agreement is supposed 
to be signed. 

One way out of the stalemate, 
winch threatens to scupper gtan a 
deal on Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU), would be to re- 
tain the Luxembourg text as the 
basis for negotiations and use the 
Dotcfa draft for new ideas that 
can be grafted onto the earlier 
plan. 


Even then, diplomats say, 
hammering out a (teal m time for 
Maastricht will be extremely diffi- 
cult because EC governments still 
have radically d iffer e nt aspira- 
tions for political union.. 



Ex-screen goddess 
tells MPs to stop 
worshipping her 


NEW DELHI (R) — A former 
screen goddess fed op with being 
worshipped in the south Indian 
state assembly she now rules, 
reprimanded deputies 'Saturday 
for routinely referring to her.dur- 
ing debates as “the all-powerful.” 
Many impoverished raralvoters in 
film-crazy Tamil Nadu, where 
heroine Jayalalftha. won a land- 
slide state election victory in June 
after starring in 117 movies,, refer 
to her as “the guardian angel" or 
“the primordial power. 11 The 
Press Trust of India said her 
supporters in the assembly called 
her Parasakthi, “the ail-power- 
fed," once too often. Ms. Jayala- 
titha, 43, told them to shorten 
their speeches by dropping the 
adulation and confining their re- 
marks to their voters’ problems, 
the agency said. 


Boy declared dead, 
then revived 


NEW HAVEN (AP) — A 17- 
year-old boy who passed out after 
drinking 10 glasses of gin was 
declared dead in front of friends 
and family, and lived to tell about 
It. Tm glad Tm here. I don't 
care about anything else,” Troy 
Snath said, standing outside hs 
home. Smith passed out at his 
aunt’s apartment while playing a 
drinking game with friends test 
weekend, relatives raid. When be 
didn’t regrin' consciousness after 12 
hours, a cousin carried him outside 
for air and called para- 
medics. vyben the paramedics 
found no pulse or vital signs, they 
declared him dead and pulled a 
blanket over his head, authorities 
said. Moments later, as his family 
yelled at paramedics to do more. 
Smith began to stir. He regained 
consciousness about five bomq 
later at a hospital. Acute alcohol 
poisoning can depress tiie ner- 
vous system to the pomt where it 
may be difficult to determine 
whether a victim has died, said 
Dr. John Shriver, head of the* 
emergency depart m ent at Yale- 
New Haven Hospital. Smith said 
all he! can recall is winning about 
$80 in bets by downing drinks and 
then waking up in the hospital 
with a bad hangover. 


Zoo gets royal 
helping hand 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — A 
nature-loving Malaysian monarch 
has ordered the government to 
stop a golf course project that 
threatened to pollute Malaysia’s 
National Zoo, die New Straits 
Times said Sunday. The ruler of 
Selangor state, neighbouring 
capital Koala Lumpur, felt de- 
velopment near the zoo would 
harm the ecology and water 
catchment areas, the paper sakL 
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah Iboi 
A1 Marhum Saltan FGshamuddin 
Alam Shah is one of nine consti- 
tutional monarctas who reign over 
their respective states and take 
turns to serve as Malaysia's king 
for five-year periods: 


Couple discover 
bogus priest 
married them 


PAVIA, Italy (R) — The “seven- 
year itch” took on a different 
meaning for an ’Italian couple who 
discovered their marriage was in- 
valid because it had been per- 
formed by a bogus priest. The 
couple, identified only as Franca 
and Luciano in Italian newspap- 
ers, saw a magazine article about 
a man wanted by police for fraud. 
They recognised him in. a photo 
as “Father Sandro," the “priest” 
who officiated at their Roman 
Catholic wedding seven years ago 
in northern Italy. Police said the 
man, Rosario Nastasi, - had a long 
record of masquerading, as a pub- 
lic official or priest in various 
parts of Italy. A local church 
official told the couple, who have 
a three-year-old son, they would 
have to get married again. 


Python swallows pride 
over disputed goat 


NEW DELHI (R) — A python 
winch bit off more than it could 
cbewwas recovering Friday from 
surgery after trying to swaHow a 
goat* die United News of India 
said. The agency said thctburec- 
metre snake panicked at tiie ri ght 
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alerted by the goat’s owner and 
tore its throat while frying to 
regurgitate the beast. The “ 
geis near the town of G 
Udepur in western Gujarat 
reported the incident to 
authorities, who rushed ol 
python to a veterinary hospital 
for surgery last Tuesday, ft was. 

now recovering under o 1 

tka at a nearby zoo, the ^ 
quoted a forestry official 
spying. There was no news of the 
goat 
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